
said Shrine Associate Archivist Maria Carrillo. She 
continued, “We are encouraged by the improved 
health situation and look forward to resuming in-
person programming, including a return of our 
annual Open House and Watchorn Lincoln Dinner 
events in February.”  

While public hours were initially reduced 
significantly to aid in stemming the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus, the 
vast improvements in 
regional transmission 
rates allowed the 
Museum Store to 
reopen and the return 
to regular hours of 
operation. Beginning 
July 13th, you can 
visit the museum 
Tuesdays through 
Sundays, 1-5pm. For 
more information 
on the museum’s 
reopening plan, visit  
l i n c o l n s h r i n e . o r g ,    
or send an email to 
heritage@akspl.org.
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The Return of  
the Lincoln Shrine

After a yearlong closure, the Lincoln Memorial 
Shrine reopened to the public on the 1st of April! 
Shrine docents Brian Cieslak and Tom Fontanes 
were on hand with staff to greet visitors, ushering in 
a new period for the Shrine with health measures in 
place to maintain a safe and enjoyable environment. 
New protocols, including social distancing, face 
coverings, and a new directed museum experience, 
proved to be minimally 
impactful to visitors and 
remained in place until 
June 15th in accordance 
with guidance from the 
California Department 
of Public Health 
and Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

“Reopening the 
museum, working 
with our wonderful 
docents and staff 
again, and interacting 
with visitors has been 
a great way to ease 
into the new normal,” 

Lincoln 
Memorial 
Association 
Newsletter

CIVIL WAR MuSeuM      ReseaRch ceNteR

Shrine staff and docents on reopening day,  April 1, 2021



Page 2

Lincoln
Memorial

Association
Newsletter

A publication of the
Lincoln Memorial Shrine

erected in 1932 by Robert Watchorn in
In memory of emory ewart Watchorn

WATCHORN LINCOLN  
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Kathy Feeley, PhD, President

Larry Burgess, PhD
Martin Davis

William hatfield 
Matt Jordan

Boyd Nies, MD
Kate Pretorius

Christopher Walker, PhD

Director
Don McCue

Curator
Nathan D. Gonzales, PhD

Editor/Associate Curator
Maria Carrillo Colato

Senior Administrative Assistant
Katie Montemayor

Photographs
Maria Carrillo
Tom Fontanes

the LMa Newsletter is published quarterly. 
Subscriptions are free to members of the LMA.

The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in
Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library,  

is open to the public, free of charge.  
Hours of Operation: Tuesday - Sunday, 1 pm - 5 pm
For more information, visit www.lincolnshrine.org

Mission Statement:
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine strives to be a 
sustainable community resource that provides 
a diverse and growing audience an opportunity 
to better understand today by learning about 
the past from expanded collections, exhibits,  

and programs.

In Memory of  
Ewart Watchorn

this issue of the Lincoln Memorial association Newsletter 
is dedicated to ewart Watchorn, whose death one century ago 
served as the impetus for his parents’ donation of the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine to the City of Redlands, a gift that has endured 
through generations. Opened in the midst of the Great Depression, 
the Shrine stands as both a monument to Abraham Lincoln and a 
memorial to ewart, a World War I veteran and beloved son and 
friend who was taken too soon. 

While his parents lived in Redlands after his death, ewart has 
been known to Redlanders and Shrine supporters throughout 
the decades. By placing the museum in their adopted home, the 
Watchorns hoped to share the ideals that Abraham Lincoln 
embodied and that ewart held dear, a charge that remains essential 
to the Shrine’s stewards to this day.

The following examinations illustrate ewart’s promise in life, the 
tragedy of his death, and the manner in which his parents upheld 
his legacy. We honor ewart Watchorn’s memory 100 years after his 
untimely passing.

Plaque near the steps of the Lincoln Memorial Shrine
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An Enduring 
Legacy

Robert Watchorn was born into the very 
difficult world of coal mining in central england.  
With little formal education, when he was old 
enough he resolved to start a new life, and like 
so many immigrants in our nation’s past, saw the 
united States as a land of opportunity.  Because 
of his determination and hard work, he achieved a 
magnificent rise, a story not entirely dissimilar from 
that of Abraham 
Lincoln, perhaps 
the greatest 
embodiment of 
this American 
dream.

Many may be 
familiar with the 
story of Robert and 
Alma Watchorn, 
and their son 
ewart.  ewart was 
born in New York 
City in 1895. The 
family moved to 
Los Angeles in 
1909, where he 
graduated from 
Hollywood High 
School  four years 
later. He intended 
to pursue art and 
architecture, and 
even served for a 
time in the office 
of noted architect 

elmer Grey.  the call of the Watchorn Oil & Gas 
Company was strong, however, and ewart began 
working for his father in Oklahoma and Los Angeles.

In his Autobiography, Robert Watchorn shared a 
story of a conversation with ewart during a visit to 
england.  “Dad! I think the reason the English people 
have such a limited respect for America and Americans 
is due to the fact that they are kept in ignorance of 

the actual America.  
I think… that they 
are mostly of the 
Abraham Lincoln 
type, and if they could 
be made acquainted 
with the big,  
outstanding fact that 
the kind-hearted, 
pure-minded Lincoln 
is America’s greatest 
hero, all England 
would come to love 
Lincoln too, and, 
loving him, they 
could not fail to 
appreciate Lincoln 
also.”  ewart’s 
comments firmly 
planted thoughts 
of Lincoln into 
those of his father.

The entry of 
the united States 
into the Great 
War in 1917 drew Portrait of Ewart Watchorn. Oil on canvas, c1900.
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young men from across the continent, and ewart 
answered the call, training as a pilot in the nascent 
air corps, serving in Italy with Fiorello LaGuardia, 
whom his father had given a job at ellis Island years 
before.

Flights in open cockpit bombers over the Alps 
were challenging in the best of circumstances.  On 
one run, he almost didn’t make it back when his 
plane had trouble. (Learn more in “ewart Watchorn 
and the Great War”, pp. 5-7.)

After the war, he resumed 
work for his father, but in May, 
1921 – 100 years ago – he 
developed a mystery illness, 
hospitalizing him.  the next two 
months saw his health seem 
to improve and then decline 
several times, with specialists 
from up and down the west 
coast dumbfounded.  In the end, 

that July he was taken by septicemia, a poisoning of 
his blood.

No parent should ever have to bury their child.  
But instead of languishing in their grief, Robert 
and Alma resolved to perpetuate ewart’s memory 
through philanthropy.  They gave an organ, chimes, 
or choir stalls, and buildings to churches in Los 
Angeles, La Crescenta, and Redlands, California, as 
well as in Oklahoma and Pennsylvania; a church, 
playing fields, park, and abraham Lincoln Library 

in Watchorn’s 
hometown in england; 
began endowment 
funds; contributed a 
building to university 
of Redlands; and, of 
course, the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine.

After ewart’s 
death, he was, in 
a sense, reborn 
through philanthropy.  
Watchorn wrote “All 
men everywhere 
should know 
Abraham Lincoln.  
he was acquainted 
with grief, and the 
whole world would 
be richer by knowing 
how uncomplainingly 
he bore it, and how 

nobly he lived, and how his passing grieved the 
nation he kept from deplorable disruption.”
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Ewart Watchorn  
and the Great War

Like many young men of his generation, ewart 
Watchorn felt compelled to enlist in the military 
during the Great War. a frequent visitor with his 
parents to europe, ewart was trapped in Germany 
for a brief period of time in 1914 when the conflict 
broke out. sharing his father’s affinity for Great 
Britain, the young Watchorn looked forward to 
American involvement in the war.  In the summer 
of 1916, he completed officers’ training at 
Monterey, CA.  When President Woodrow Wilson 
convinced congress to declare war on Germany in 
April of 1917 “in order to make the world safe for 
democracy,” ewart volunteered for the uS Army 
Air Service.   After completing ground training at 
Berkeley, CA, he sailed aboard the SS Aquitania for 
europe.  Before entraining for his final destination 
in Foggia, Italy, he was able to enjoy a ten-day leave 
in Paris.  In a letter later published in the Los Angeles 
Times, he wrote, “Paris is like the smile on the face 
of the badly wounded.”  upon arrival in Foggia 
he began flight training with the Royal Italian air 
Force, a hazardous undertaking that would cost 
the lives of several of Lt. Watchorn’s fellow aviators.

Little remembered today, the Italian Front in 
World War I witnessed incredible suffering.   After 
initially declaring neutrality, Italy was induced by 
the Allies into declaring war on Austria-Hungary 
and Germany in May 1915.  two years of horrific 
trench warfare resulted in more than one million 
casualties but only a few kilometers of territory 
changed hands.  The collapse of Tsarist Russia in 
1917 allowed austria-hungary and Germany to 
transfer thousands of troops to the Italian front.  
Utilizing new, unconventional infiltration tactics, 

(one of the practitioners was a young erwin 
Rommel), the austro-Germans destroyed an 
entire Italian Army at the Battle of Caporetto in 
October 1917.  The war weary Italians were on 
the verge of suing for peace. Italy’s allies, Great 
Britain, France, and the united States, rushed in 
reinforcements to bolster sagging Italian morale.  

Included among these reinforcements was 
a contingent of several hundred American pilot 
trainees, under the command of then congressman, 
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extreme cold took a toll 
on his health.  Soon after 
Armistice Day, he contracted 
a severe case of pneumonia.  
He recovered, however, and 
returned to California in 
triumph.  Two years later, 
a recurrence of his health 
problems developed into 
blood-poisoning.  After 
an agonizing two month 
struggle, ewart died at the 
age of 25 on July 10, 1921. 

The War Department, as 
today’s Defense Department 
was known, never recognized 
ewart as an official casualty of 

the Great War.  In their view, ewart’s recovery from 
his bout with pneumonia eliminated the possibility 
that his death was war related.  Robert and Alma 
Watchorn disagreed.  They would maintain until the 
end of their lives that their beloved son’s death was 
a direct result of his service during the war.  emory 
ewart Watchorn’s death is evidence of the high cost, 
what Abraham Lincoln called “the last, full measure 
of devotion”, paid by many of the servicemen and 
women who have defended our nation. It is also a 
reminder that the casualties of war can continue 
for years after the conflict itself has officially ended.

later New York mayor, Fiorello LaGuardia.  
Although its army was not enjoying much success, 
Italy’s strategic aviation was widely regarded as 
being the best in the world in 1917.  In particular, 
the tri-motor Caproni biplane bomber was highly 
respected.  The united States, by comparison, had 
no military aviation and despite expending millions 
of dollars, not a single American-designed aircraft 
would see service in the war.  What America did 
have was tens of thousands of eager volunteers, 
including twenty-one-year-old emory ewart 
Watchorn.  In a letter home, ewart praised the 
beauty of Rome and accurately predicted that the 
Italians would recover from the Caporetto setback.

after months of intensive flight training in 
Foggia, Lt. Watchorn received his gold Royal Italian 
Air Force wings in the summer of 1918 and was 
assigned to the 13th aero squadron.  Based in 
Padua, Lt. Watchorn and his Italian comrades flew 
day and night bombing missions against Austrian 
airfields, railroad yards, and troop concentrations.  
On one night mission, Lt. Watchorn’s center engine 
was hit by anti-aircraft fire.  he would receive a 
commendation for coolly executing a perfect 
emergency landing, saving his crew and the plane.  
the arduous flying conditions, open cockpits, and 

Caproni biplane, World War I

Thank You,  
Kara Foundation

Thanks to the generosity of the Kara Foundation, 
the Division of Special Collections of A.K. Smiley 
Public Library produced 31 webinars focusing on 
the histories of Redlands, the Civil War, Abraham 
Lincoln, and much more!
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A Gift to the  
People of Redlands

upon their arrival in Redlands in the 1920s, 
Robert and Alma Watchorn were warmly 
welcomed by the community and grew to love 
their new winter home. The pair’s admiration 
for Redlands led them to choose it as a place to 
memorialize their son, ewart. Longtime Redlander 
George henry Ide relayed the origin of the gift that 
eventually became the Lincoln Memorial Shrine 
in “two Good americans—Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Watchorn,” a paper presented to the Fortnightly 
Club in 1972. 

Ide wrote, “Mrs. elbert W. Shirk recall[ed] a 
conversation she had as Dr. Watchorn’s dinner 
partner. ‘I have stored 
away a marble bust of 
Abraham Lincoln,’ he 
said. ‘I would like to do 
something worthy of it. 
What do you think of 
the idea of giving it in 
some way to Redlands? 
Would they like that?’

“‘Redlands would 
be delighted with 
such a wonderful gift,’ 
replied Mrs. Shirk. Thus 
evolved the concept 
of the Lincoln Shrine 
of which we are so 
proud.” 

O r i g i n a l l y 
conceived as an 
addition to A.K. Smiley 
Public Library, the 

final design took on a jewel box shape and was 
situated next to the Library in Smiley Park. The 
museum opened to the public on February 12, 
1932, with a dedication ceremony at the Redlands 
Bowl that drew thousands of onlookers and 
included an appearance by local Civil War veterans, 
a performance by famed soprano “Lark” ellen 
Beach Yaw, and brief remarks by Robert Watchorn. 
Speaking to the crowd,  he stated, “I have no 
speech. My speech is over there,” while pointing 
at the magnificent new structure across the street. 

The Watchorns’ gift remains an integral part of 
Smiley Library’s Division of Special Collections.

Shrine dedication ceremony at the Redlands Bowl, February 12, 1932
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Interested in the  
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become an 
annual supporter of the Lincoln Memorial 

Association, please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________

  q $25 Individual q $35 Family

  q $50 Sustaining
Annual support is January - December.  Individual 
supporters may purchase one discounted ticket 
to the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining 
supporters may purchase two.

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


