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Lincoln Shrine  
to Reopen on April 1st 

Lincoln 
Memorial 
Association 
Newsletter

Civil War MuseuM      ReSeaRch ceNteR

New hours. For the foreseeable future, the 
museum will be open to the public thursdays 
through Saturdays, 1-4pm. additional hours and 
days will be added as conditions continue to 
improve with an aim toward full restoration of 
our previous schedule. Guided tours and public 
programs will be suspended until revised guidelines 
allow gatherings to resume.

“the long closure has been difficult for us all 
and we’re glad to reopen the museum and research 
center to the public,” said Shrine associate archivist 
Maria carrillo. “Fortunately, the new procedures 
will allow visitors to enjoy the museum without any 
inconvenience. We all look forward to returning to 
some semblance of normalcy,” she concluded. 

Please visit www.lincolnshrine.org for updates 
to the Shrine’s planned reopening. the reopening 
date is subject to change based on the evolving 
health situation.  If you have any questions about 
visiting the Lincoln Shrine, please feel free to 
contact the heritage Room at (909)798-7632 or  
heritage@akspl.org. We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

If you’ve missed the Lincoln Shrine as much as 
we have, you’re in luck because the museum is set 
to reopen on thursday, april 1st! Shrine staff have 
identified strategies to open the museum to the 
public while following health and safety regulations 
set by the california Department of health and 
centers for Disease control and Prevention. 
the multi-stage approach will consider issues of 
sanitation, capacity control, and the overall health 
of visitors, staff, and volunteers. here’s what you 
can expect on your next visit:

Maintaining a healthy environment. anyone 
exhibiting signs of illness will be asked to remain 
at home to avoid possible transmittal of the 
coronavirus. everyone will be required to wear face 
coverings and sanitize their hands when entering 
the building. children two years and younger are 
exempt from this requirement. 

Social distancing. New guideposts indicating the 
recommended visitation pattern of the museum 
will be found throughout the building and social 
distancing markers will be in place to remind 
visitors to keep an appropriate distance from 
others. a maximum of 24 individuals will be allowed 
to access the building at one time, ensuring a safe 
and enjoyable environment for everyone.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the  
Lincoln Memorial Shrine closed on March 17, 2020.
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the Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in

Smiley Park south of a.K. Smiley Public Library,  
is open to the public, free of charge.  

hours of Operation: tuesday - Saturday, 1 pm - 5 pm
For more information, visit www.lincolnshrine.org

Mission Statement:
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine strives to be a 
sustainable community resource that provides 
a diverse and growing audience an opportunity 
to better understand today by learning about 
the past from expanded collections, exhibits,  

and programs.

Thank you,  
Lincoln Dinner 

Sponsors!

In spite of the challenges presented by the pandemic, the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine commemorated abraham Lincoln’s 212th birthday 
with a “virtual” Lincoln Dinner. the reimagined event debuted on 
Friday, February 12 and included past Dinner speakers, music, and 
appearances by President Lincoln himself. Visit the events page at 
www.lincolnshrine.org to find a link to the video on the Special 
collections Youtube channel.

additionally, for the fifth year, Lincoln Shrine supporters gave 
generously to the Lincoln Dinner Sponsorship Fund. a record-
breaking total of over $31,400 in contributions was collected for the 
2021 Fund! this substantial support will allow a new item connected 
to abraham Lincoln to be acquired for the Shrine’s collections. the 
new acquisition will be unveiled at the 2022 Lincoln Dinner and 
will be prominently exhibited in the Lincoln Memorial Shrine. the 
Lincoln Shrine offers sincere thanks to this year’s sponsors:
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Larry and char Burgess
Ralph Feller
Greg and Lori horter
Jim and Brenda hofer
Janice and Lloyd Jacobson
Marilyn Solter
Vince Watchorn
Neal and Joyce Waner
Phil Doolittle
John tincher
Bruce and Deborah hinckley
Peter and Serena Davis
hUB International Ltd.
Jim and Karen Dunn
Mark and Liz Beguelin
Bill and Lori hatfield
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John D. Easter:  
Confederate Chaplain &  

Redlands Pastor

among the hundreds of civil War veterans who 
settled in Redlands in the city’s early years was 
John Day Perkins easter, an episcopal Priest with 
a Doctor of Philosophy in Physics who became 
instrumental in establishing one of the city’s first 
churches. 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland on august 25, 
1830, John Day easter was one of six siblings. his 
father, who emigrated from county tyrone, Ireland, 
was a successful merchant in Baltimore and his 
mother was descended from early english settlers 
in cecil county, Maryland. having attended private 
schools in and near Baltimore, easter entered the 
sophomore class at Dickinson college in carlisle, 
Pennsylvania in March 1848. the following autumn, 
easter was admitted to Yale college (today Yale 
University) as a junior and graduated in 1850. after 
teaching Latin and Greek in alexandria, Virginia 
for a year, he returned to Yale where he studied 
chemistry in the Sheffield Scientific School during 
the college year 1851-1852. In late 1852, he went 
to Göttingen, Germany to continue his scientific 
studies at the School of Mines at Freiberg and at 
heidelberg and received the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy from heidelberg University specializing 
in chemistry, geology and mineralogy in 1854. 

after his return from europe in 1855, easter 
served as first assistant in the Geological Survey 
of Mississippi. Resigning due to bad health, he 
took charge of the Laboratory of the Smithsonian 
Institution, in Washington, D.c., where he remained 
one year. From 1857 to 1860, he held the chair of 
chemistry and Physics at the University of Georgia 
and studied theology under Bishop Stephen elliott. 

During this time, he married Frances h. coley 
of New York and had four children. easter was 
ordained Deacon in the Protestant episcopal 
church in Savannah in 1859 and Priest in 1860. 
he resigned his chair at the University of Georgia 
and was put in charge of two episcopal churches in 
South carolina that were 40 miles apart. 

at the start of the civil War, easter moved 
to Rome, Georgia. When Union forces occupied 
the confederte-sympathizing area of his churches, 
residents scattered. he worked as a civilian in army 
hospitals and with regiments surrounding Rome, 
where he gained the respect of local doctors. as 
the war continued, easter felt his duty was to the 
religious advancement of the soldiers.  a great 
religious revival was sweeping the army and easter 
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with the army of tennessee under the command of 
General Braxton Bragg. When the Union advance 
under Major General William t. Sherman led to the 
evacuation of Rome, chaplain easter asked for a 
transfer to Savannah, but the war was harsh even 
for chaplains. In January of 1864, chaplain easter’s 
wife died in tuscaloosa, alabama, where the family 
sought refuge. easter arranged for his four children 
to move to their maternal grandmother’s home 
in Sewanee, tennessee.  When Union troops 
occupied Savannah in December, 1864, chaplain 
easter travelled with the army of tennessee as it 
retreated through North carolina. he was with 
the army, attending to the sick, wounded and dead 
until the very end. easter returned to alabama and 
reunited with his children as the war came to a 
close.

In the winter of 1865, easter accepted charge 
of a parish in tuscaloosa, his former parishes in 
South carolina being much too weakened because 
of the war to support a pastor. In april, 1868, he 

felt the calling to help 
soldiers. In addition, 
his travels to the 
surrounding regiments 
and brigades were 
becoming more difficult 
due to the cost of food 
and supplies for his 
horse.  In 1863, he wrote 
to the confederate 
Secretary of War, “I 
hereby respectfully 
solicit the appointment 
of Chaplain to this Post 
(Rome, Georgia). There 
are here five Hospitals, 
having in the aggregate, 
accommodations for 
fifteen hundred patients 
who are without 
religious ministrations. 
I am a native of Virginia, 
a clergyman of the Episcopal Church, a presbyter of 
the Diocese of Georgia.” he had declared himself a 
native of Virginia because of the time he had spent 
there teaching. the chaplain of the 1st tennessee 
Infantry wrote the following endorsement of 
Reverend easter, “The undersigned appointment by 
Genl Bragg to visit the Hospitals of Polks Corps, begs 
leave to represent that the Rev. Dr. Easter has been 
diligent in ministering to the sick, that he attends all 
burials of the dead & is devoted to the spiritual welfare 
of the soldiers at this Post. A devoted pastor & an 
accomplished gentleman he is every way worthy of the 
position he asks.” the post’s doctors also provided 
their recommendations. 

easter was appointed as a chaplain in the 
General and Staff Officers, Provisional army of the 
confederacy and immediately undertook his duties 
at the hospitals in Rome in May, 1863 with General 
P.G.t. Beauregard delivering his appointment. as the 
war in the west progressed, chaplain easter not only 
performed his tasks at hospitals in Rome, but also 

Sherman and his staff in Rome, Georgia, 1864.
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accepted the charge of trinity church in St. Louis, 
Missouri, a welcome change due to a deterioration 
in his health, but resigned in January, 1872 as his 
health continued to fail him. easter married his 
second wife, Mary elizabeth Doane, in St. Louis 
in 1872 and they had one child, a daughter who 
passed away before 1875. Over the next two years, 
easter served in parishes in Maryland, Nebraska, 
and Illinois, where he remained until moving to 
Southern california in 1890. he settled in the new 
town of Glendale and assumed the rectorship at 
a “School for Girls” which was organized by the 
church. active in local affairs, Reverend easter was 
recognized as a highly educated man and a popular 
public speaker who was admired by the town’s 
residents. the school closed in 1894 due to low 
enrollment. 

Reverend easter was then called to Redlands 
and became rector of trinity episcopal church, 
which had been established in 1886 as a mission 
church. he was instrumental in building the 
congregation and in the church’s involvement in 
Redlands’s community affairs. he was a member of 
the Fortnightly and University clubs and a Royal 
arch Mason. Forced to retire in 1899 because 
of his health, easter continued to participate in 

church and local affairs. he and his wife lived on 
cajon Street where he died January 9, 1912. he 
left his collection of rare geological specimens to 
University of Redlands. 

the San Bernardino Sun published his obituary 
on January 7, 1912, writing: “Dr. Easter was beloved 
by all who knew him. He was a man of high literary 
attainments and two years ago celebrated his golden 

anniversary of work in the 
ministry, when he retired 
because of advancing old 
age. At the time, he was 
presented with an address 
by Bishop Johnson of 
his diocese and a loving 
cup by the people of 
Redlands. For ten years 
before that time he had 
been pastor emeritus of 
Trinity Church.” 

 
--Mark Radeleff is a 

volunteer researcher in 
the Archives of the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine.

Hillside Memorial Park.
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On the afternoon of January 24, 1865, a 
fire erupted in the Smithsonian Institution in  
Washington, D.c. resulting in the loss of 
irreplaceable works of art, important scientific 
documents, and rare personal artifacts given by 
founder James Smithson, as well as the displacement 
of its residents. the 10-year-old structure was a 
popular attraction for visitors to the capitol city 
and its loss would have been devastating.

completed in 1855, the Smithsonian “castle” 
was the pinnacle of founder James Smithson’s 
dream of working towards “the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge.” Upon completion, the red 
sandstone Norman-style building sat on a strip of 
land separated from the 
rest of the capitol by the 
putrid Washington canal. 
By the start of the civil War 
in 1861, the Smithsonian 
Institution was a scientific 
research center and a 
repository for local and 
governmental collections. 
the Institution’s first 
Secretary, Joseph henry, 
lived in the east wing of 
the building with his wife 
and children. he kept 
the Smithsonian active 
during the war and served 
as a science advisor to 
President abraham Lincoln. 

Secretary henry 
solicited new donations, 

The Great Fire at the 
Smithsonian Castle

many of which were displayed in the building’s 
exhibition galleries. It was in one such gallery 
that disaster struck on the penetratingly cold 
afternoon of January 24. Working in the unheated 
space, two employees mounted a temporary stove 
to keep warm as they worked to rearrange the 
Institution’s artwork over a period of several days. 
While they believed the stovepipe was connected 
to an exhaust flue, in actuality it was a hole without 
an outside escape, causing a fire to erupt in the 
wooden attic that soon collapsed into the gallery. 

the building had undergone a fireproofing 
upgrade 13 years earlier, but the flames spread 
quickly and employees began to attempt to salvage 

Hand-colored photograph of the Smithsonian Castle on fire by Alexander Gardner.
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acquired letter written by Stevens to his sister 
Mary provides a first-hand perspective of the fire 
and its consequences. Writing on February 1, just 
days after the fire, Stevens stated:

“Since I last wrote, we have had a fire here that 
did considerable damage. It was the Smithsonian 
Institution, which caught fire and was nearly destroyed 
before the flames could be extinguished. The burning 
of that building was a great loss to the government as 
it contained curiosities which were sent here from all 
parts of the world, it also contained a great many old 
relics and animals and birds of every description. The 
building was a very fine one and there was not place 
so attractive to the many visitors who are constantly by 
thronging the city, as that was it will probably be rebuilt 
but a great many of the things which were destroyed 
can never be replaced.”

Repairs to the building using fire-proof materials 
were completed in 1868. It earned National 
historic Landmark status over a century later.

as many treasures as possible, including documents, 
scientific specimens, and artworks. the losses 
included 200 pieces from the Institution’s collection 
of oil paintings depicting Native americans by John 
Mix Stanley and a portrait by Native american 
painter charles Bird King that were displayed in 
the gallery where the fire began.

the city’s fire department arrived quickly to 
attempt to control the flames, while the Metropolitan 
Police Department and Provost Guard controlled 
access to the building. Unfortunately, the water 
used to extinguish the fire caused irreparable 
damage to the collections and many items that 
were removed from the building were ransacked, 
resulting in looters being arrested. 

Wartime photographer alexander Gardner 
witnessed the spectacle and captured an image of 
the building engulfed in flames. after hours of effort, 
the fire was finally extinguished in the evening. 
Secretary henry’s daughter Mary described the 
destruction in a diary entry in the days following 
the fire, writing, “The dismantled walls & towers rose 
high above us reminding us of the ruins of some English 
Abbey…We picked our way over the cinders & burnt 
bricks through the lecture room to the Picture Gallery.  
The remains of the dying gladiator lay scattered about 
– we picked up a few pieces but they crumbled in 
our fingers.  The blue sky above us formed a beautiful 
roof but we dreaded storms…” army soldiers under 
the supervision of Quartermaster Montgomery c. 
Meigs re-roofed the building within three days of 
the fire using tar-soaked felt.

One onlooker that day was Sergeant John h. 
Stevens, a 23-year-old farmer from upstate New 
York. Sgt. Stevens enlisted into co. a, NY 151st 

Infantry in 1862 and served in the Battle of Mine 
Run, Va on November 11, 1863 where he was 
severely wounded in the right thigh. Following 
a stay in the hospital as he recuperated, Stevens 
was transferred to the 95th company of the 2nd 

Battalion Veteran Reserve corps in Washington, 
Dc where he served at the Medical Bureau of 
the Provost Marshal General’s Office. a recently 

Sgt. John Stevens’ letter to Mary, Feburary 1, 1865
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Interested in the  
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become an 
annual supporter of the Lincoln Memorial 

Association, please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________

  q $25 Individual q $35 Family

  q $50 Sustaining
Annual support is January - December.  Individual 
supporters may purchase one discounted ticket 
to the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining 
supporters may purchase two.

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


