
Dr. Craig Symonds is Professor Emeritus at the 
U.S. Naval Academy and served as the Distinguished 
Visiting Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime 
History at the U.S. Naval War College until 2020. 
He was the Lincoln Dinner speaker in 2012 with a 
presentation on “Lincoln and his Admirals.”

Denman Professor of American History at 
University of Texas at San Antonio, Dr. Catherine 
Clinton specializes on the Civil War, women, and 
African American history. As 2017 Lincoln Dinner 
key note speaker, Clinton discussed “The Loss of 
Lincoln.”

Dr. Caroline Janney is the Nau Professor in 
History of the American Civil War at the University 
of Virginia where she focuses on the Civil War, 
women, and gender. She served as the 2019 Lincoln 
Dinner speaker and spoke about “Surrender in the 
Wake of Lincoln’s Assassination.”

Registration to the event will be available at no 
cost! Simply look for an invitation from the Shrine 
or visit the Events tab at www.lincolnshrine.org 
beginning on February 1st. For more information, 
contact the Heritage Room at (909)798-7632 or 
heritage@akspl.org. 
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“We Must Think Anew, and Act Anew”
The 2021 Watchorn Lincoln Dinner

While the Lincoln Memorial Shrine remains 
closed, the 2021 Watchorn Lincoln Dinner will 
go virtual! Join us on Friday, February 12, at 7pm 
for the reimagined event featuring some of your 
favorite speakers from years past sharing their 
thoughts on the 16th President. The modified event 
will feature the following participants:

Distinguished Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer is 
the Jonathan F. Fanton Director of Hunter College’s 
Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute. As the 
Lincoln Dinner keynote speaker in 1987, Holzer 
discussed “Lincoln From Life.” 

The Honorable Frank Williams is a retired 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island and a nationally renowned Lincoln scholar. 
Williams’s 2000 Lincoln Dinner key note address 
was titled “A View from the Field: The Soldiers’ 
Vote for Lincoln’s Re-election.”

A professor of History at Howard University, 
Dr. Edna Greene Medford is a distinguished expert 
in the field of African American history and the  
Civil War. Her Lincoln Dinner address in 2001  
focused on “Lincoln’s Complex Path Toward 
Emancipation.”
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In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Lincoln Memorial Shrine closed on March 17, 2020.
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The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in
Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library,  

is open to the public, free of charge.  
Hours of Operation: Tuesday - Saturday, 1 pm - 5 pm
For more information, visit www.lincolnshrine.org

Mission Statement:
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine strives to be a 
sustainable community resource that provides 
a diverse and growing audience an opportunity 
to better understand today by learning about 
the past from expanded collections, exhibits,  

and programs.

2021 Open House 
Postponed

We are saddened to postpone the 2021 Lincoln Shrine Open 
House. As an event that draws over 1,000 people each year, it would 
be impossible to host an Open House given the continuation of 
social distancing guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the California Department of Public Health. 
“With the health and safety of our patrons, volunteers, and staff as 
our top priority, we made the decision to reimagine or postpone 
all of our programs for the upcoming Lincoln Season,” said Shrine 
Curator Nathan Gonzales, who concluded, “We look forward to 
the return of the Open House in 2022 for its 50th anniversary!” 

In the meantime, you can relive memories of past 
Open Houses with the new virtual photo album on the 
Shrine’s website! Select the Virtual Exhibitions tab at  
www.lincolnshrine.org to see photographs of reenactors, activities, 
and exhibits that make the Open House a great event each year!

If you have any questions, please contact the Heritage Room at 
(909)798-7632 or heritage@akspl.org.
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Siah Carter,  
Black Sailor, USS Monitor

In July of 1862, the United States Congress 
passed the Militia Act, authorizing blacks to serve 
as part of the US forces. In his article “Blacks in 
the Military: The Equal Opportunity Imperative,” 
published in The National Interest in the Summer of 
1997, retired Air Force Colonel Alan L. Gropman 
writes that people who escaped from enslavement 
saw the military as a chance for freedom, and free 
black men saw an opportunity for a better life. A 
major incentive being the prospect of learning how 
to read and write from military chaplains. It also 
afforded thousands of formerly enslaved people the 
dignity of participating in their own emancipation.

In the March, 1863 edition of his newspaper 
Douglass’ Monthly, abolitionist Frederick Douglass 
published his piece “Men of Color, to Arms.” In 
it, Douglass, who himself was born into slavery, 
issued a call to black men to support the US and 
the crusade to end generations of enslavement. 
Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, a staunch 
abolitionist, had already authorized naval officers 

to enlist able-bodied runaway male slaves in early 
September, 1861. While the US Army had no 
integrated units, the Navy had over 18,000 black 
sailors. They were on just about each of the almost 
700 US ships. 

Naval and military historian Barbara Brooks 
Tomblin wrote of the experiences of blacks in 
the US Navy during the Civil War in her book 
Bluejackets and Contraband. According to Tomblin, 
“Always short on manpower the Union Navy 
encouraged able-bodied (black) males to enlist.” 
“For many naval officers,” she continues, “service 
on board vessels blockading the South altered 
their perceptions of the institution of slavery and 
their attitudes toward abolition.” Flag Officer 
Samuel F. DuPont, commander of the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron, was an early proponent of 
using escaped slaves on naval vessels. His policy 
increased the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
squadrons blockading Southern ports.

On March 26, 1863, in a letter to Andrew 
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Johnson, then the Military Governor of Tennessee, 
President Lincoln wrote, “The colored population 
is the great available, and yet unavailed of, force for 
restoring the Union. The bare sight of fifty thousand 
armed, and drilled black soldiers on the banks of 
the Mississippi, would end the rebellion at once.”

By the end of the Civil War, one of every four 
Union soldiers was black, and of the 118,044 US 
sailors, 29,511 were black, including Siah Carter. 
Siah was born in 1838 in the Shirley Plantation in 
Charles City County, Virginia, in the present day 
city of Hopewell,  owned by a man who would later 
serve as a Confederate Army Colonel. At the age of 
24, Siah escaped his enslavement when the ironclad 
USS Monitor was anchored at City Point during the 
Peninsula Campaign. On the night of May 15, 1862, 
he rowed down the James River and sought refuge 
on USS Monitor. The seamen on watch, alarmed by 
the sound of the approaching boat and fearing an 
attack by Confederate saboteurs, began firing into 
the night. From the river came a voice crying out, 
“Don’t shoot, I’m a black man. Don’t shoot, I’m a 
black man.” The firing stopped and he was pulled 
onto the deck. Siah was enlisted aboard the first 
class ship as a “Monitor Boy”. He worked as an 
assistant cook and as the ship’s carpenter, which 
was his trade as an enslaved person.

Siah Carter, USS Monitor, July 9, 1862

 Siah served on the Monitor for seven months, 
during which time the vessel engaged in several 
battles, including a four-hour cannon duel with 
a Confederate battery up the James River at 
Drewry’s Bluff, the Seven Days Battle, and the 
Battle of Malvern Hill. A river vessel, the Monitor 
sank December 31, 1862 while being towed at sea 
during a severe storm. Four officers and sixteen 
crewmen drowned. Having survived the sinking, 
survivors, including Siah Carter, were sent aboard 
USS Brandywine. He later served aboard USS Florida. 

Siah Carter remained in the Navy 
for the duration of the war. He was 
honorably discharged on May 19, 1865 
and went on to marry Eliza Tarrow, 
another formerly enslaved person 
from the Shirley Plantation. They had 
13 children and settled in Bermuda 
Hundred, Virginia. They later moved to 
Philadelphia where Siah died on April 12, 
1892 at the age of 53.

--Tom Fontanes is an accomplished 
artist and docent at the Lincoln Memorial 
Shrine.
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M. Waldo Hanchett:  
Civil War Music Composer and  
19th Century Renaissance Man

Milton Waldo Hanchett was a “Renaissance 
man,” a druggist, dentist, inventor, musician/
composer, artist, historian, insurance underwriter, 
and banker in nineteenth century Syracuse, New 
York.  As an inventor, he patented an improved 
dental chair, improved piano pedals, and as a 
musician, in the midst of the Civil War in 1863, 
composed the music for a song honoring a Union 
soldier titled, We’re Passing the Bridge, Mother.

When he was about two years of age, Waldo’s 
father, John Wilkes Hanchett, moved his family to 
Syracuse to practice medicine. John Wilkes also 
dispensed prescribed drugs, which was a common 
practice in early nineteenth century medicine. 
According to a record made by Waldo in the 1890s, 
as a child he lived with his parents and siblings on 
the “north side of turnpike a few rods west of 
the West Road to Syracuse... Frame Dwelling still 
standing 1891.” 

The growth of Syracuse’s population was tied 
to the Erie Canal, which ran through the town and 
opened in 1825. From a town of 250 in 1820, the 
population grew to at least 22,000 by 1850.  Two of 
Syracuse’s top industries were salt and beer.  The 
canal carried these and other products to market. 

Later in his life, Waldo could recall that at the 
age of only two, he saw the American Revolutionary 
War hero Marquis de Lafayette when he passed 
through Syracuse in June, 1825 during his return 
visit to the United States. 

Waldo attended village schools and, in 1836, he 
began school at the Institute of Professor Charles 
Anthony in Troy, New York, and later went to 
school at the Syracuse Institute. Waldo worked 

in his father’s drug store and then worked in the 
drug business of Rushton and Aspinall in New 
York City. He returned to the family business 
working with his older brother, John. In 1845, 
Waldo sold his interest in the store and went to 
work in the dental office of Dr. Amos Westcott. 

Dr. Westcott was a pioneer in dentistry, and 
from 1846-1850 taught at the Baltimore College of 
Dentistry which had opened in 1840. This college 
was the first of its kind in the United States. While 
Dr. Westcott was in Baltimore, Waldo was in 
charge of the dental office. The summer of 1848 
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was a busy one.  On June 27, 1848, Waldo married 
Martha Anna Huntington of Oswego, New York. 
That August he received a patent for the improved 
dental chair he developed while managing Dr. 
Westcott’s office in his absence. An undated news 
article recounting Waldo’s career indicates that his 
health was not up to the demands of dentistry, and 
so he became an insurance underwriter for several 
insurance companies, served as vice president of 
the New York Banking Company, and was active in 
the YMCA, serving two terms as local president. 
Waldo and Martha had three children, two who 
lived to adulthood. Their son, Henry, became a 
physician and was also a concert pianist. 

The Hanchetts were musically inclined. Waldo 
served as organist and choirmaster at Syracuse’s St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, and Martha was described 
as having a “sympathetic mezzo-soprano voice.” 
Waldo, sometimes a tenor soloist, also played a 
variety of musical instruments, from the organ at 
church to an accordion. 

Meanwhile, Westcott’s reputation in dental 
surgery grew, he went into politics, and was 
elected Republican mayor of Syracuse in 1860. 
The next year, on February 18th, when President-
elect Abraham Lincoln passed through the city 
on his way to his inaugural in Washington, Mayor 
Westcott welcomed him with a patriotically-
decorated speaker’s platform and a crowd of 
10,000 local citizens. The president-elect admired 
the set-up and the crowd, but told the mayor that 
he was too tired to make a speech. Nevertheless, 
Lincoln made a few remarks, and in a short time he 
and the train were gone. It is not known if Waldo 
or any of his family members were in the crowd of 
well-wishers. 

In May, 1863 Waldo Hanchett composed the 
music for a song, We’re Passing the Bridge, Mother, in 
memory of Edward L. Barnard, a soldier in the 25th 
Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, who died of disease 
at New Bern, North Carolina in December, 1862. 
Charles H. Sweetser (1841-1871), a Massachusetts 
journalist and editor, wrote the lyrics, a dying Union 
soldier’s last words to his mother. The song ends: 
We’re go-ing down, dear mother, Down in a vale of flow- 
-ers; And now we’re up,…moth-er, Up in the pearl-y 
bow-ers! We’re al-most o-ver, mother, Pass-ing, pass-ing 
a-bove;…..And the birds are sing-ing, moth-er, So sweet 
in the land of love!

There is no evidence that M.W. Hanchett served 
in the US Army during the war, but he appeared in 
an undated photograph in the uniform of the local 
Onondaga County Zouave Regiment.

Always the creative inventor, in the 1870s, 
after the war, Waldo patented two improvements 
to piano-forte attachments. He later wrote a 
description of The Sostenuto Pedal in relation to 
a re-issue of one of the patents in the early 1880s. 
Interested in furthering music as a profession, 
Waldo was a member of the Syracuse Musical Union 
founded in 1886, which supported performing 
musicians as professional artists entitled to fair 
compensation. Waldo also created portraits in bas 
relief using plaster of Paris. 
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Become a 
Sponsor

Have you been a Lincoln Dinner Sponsor? If so,  
you have helped add wonderful treasures related 
to Abraham Lincoln to the Shrine collections.  
Since its inception in 2017, new sponsorship-
funded additions have included an 1861 campaign 
flag for Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin,  and 
documents written by Lincoln during his time as a 
lawyer and during his presidency, including a note 
on the 1864 draft that led to riots in New York City.  

Through the generous support of our 2020 
sponsors, the Watchorn Lincoln Memorial 
Association raised over $28,000 for the purchase 
of an item to be unveiled at the virtual Lincoln 
Dinner this year. Your sponsorship will help fund 
the purchase of an item to be presented at the 
2022 Dinner.

Sponsors $500 and above will be recognized 
in the evening’s virtual program.  Request a 
sponsorship card by calling (909)798-7632 or 
emailing heritage@akspl.org. While we always 
appreciate your support of the Lincoln Memorial 
Shrine, it is especially appreciated during this 
challenging period. Thank you!

Margaret passed away in 1890 at age 64, just 
short of her sixty-fifth birthday. Waldo continued 
working well into his seventies. He is listed as an 
insurance agent in an 1898-1899 business directory 
for western New York. In the same period, Waldo 
drew pictures from memory of buildings in old 
Syracuse which appeared in a book, Pioneer Times 
in the Onondaga Country, by Carroll Earll Smith, 
published in 1904, the year Waldo passed away. 
In the same book, he was acknowledged as an 
expert in local history. His obituary indicated that 
he retained his mental faculties, though physically 
disabled. At the time of Waldo’s death, his son 
Henry, a physician, and an accomplished musician 
himself, and his niece Juliet, a physician, were in 
attendance.

 
--Tom Hanchett, retired federal civil service, 

has an MA in History and a lifelong interest in the  
Civil War era.

The Watchorn 
Society

Have you included the Watchorn 
Lincoln Memorial Association in your estate 
planning?  If so, let the Shrine know so you 
may be recognized as a member of The 
Watchorn Society.  For more information, 
please contact Curator Nathan Gonzales at  
(909) 798-7632 or ngonzales@akspl.org.
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Interested in the  
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become an 
annual supporter of the Lincoln Memorial 

Association, please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________

  q $25 Individual q $35 Family

  q $50 Sustaining
Annual support is January - December.  Individual 
supporters may purchase one discounted ticket 
to the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining 
supporters may purchase two.

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


