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160 Years Since
Lincoln’s Election
On November 6, 1860, nearly 4.7 million
Americans turned out to vote in a contentious
presidential election pitting Republican Abraham
Lincoln against John Bell for the Constitutional
Union party, John C. Breckinridge for the Southern
Democrats, and his old rival Stephen A. Douglas for
the Democratic Party.The election saw the highest
voter turnout in American history up to that point,
with an estimated 81.2% of eligible voters casting
a ballot.
Threats
of
disunion emanating
from slave holding
states over the issue
of slavery dominated
political debates and
private discussions
throughout
the
campaign,
leading
to a split during
the
Democratic
National Convention

in 1860, where Southern Democrats withdrew and
nominated their own candidate. While Lincoln
and Breckinridge ran mostly at-home campaigns
without public appearances, Douglas and Bell
took their platforms to the people. Addressing
the threats of secession in the event of Lincoln’s
election, Douglas and Bell argued that disunion
was unnecessary.
Lincoln’s victory with 60% of the electoral
votes and 40% of
the popular vote, but
without the support
of the southern states,
became the catalyst
for the bloodiest
conflict in American
history.
To learn more
about
the
1860
election, make an
appointment to visit
the Heritage Room.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Lincoln Memorial Shrine closed on March 17, 2020.
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Subscriptions are free to members of the LMA.
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in
Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library,
is open to the public, free of charge.
Hours of Operation: Tuesday - Saturday, 1 pm - 5 pm
For more information, visit www.lincolnshrine.org
Mission Statement:
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine strives to be a
sustainable community resource that provides
a diverse and growing audience an opportunity
to better understand today by learning about
the past from expanded collections, exhibits,
and programs.

While the Lincoln Shrine remains closed pending further
instructions from the California Department of Public Health,
you can now access its collections in the Heritage Room since
A.K. Smiley Public Library reopened on September 9th.
A part of Smiley Library’s Division of Special Collections,
the Shrine’s collections include historic manuscripts,
photographs, newspapers, maps, broasides, and artifacts, as well
as thousands of books, pamphlets, magazines, and journals, all
of which are available to researchers. Access is easy, just call
(909)798-7632 or visit www.akspl.org/hr to get information about
scheduling an appointment in the Archives.
If you have visited the Heritage Room in the past, a few changes
have been implemented to ensure patrons are served in a safe and
efficient manner. Visits are limited to one hour per day and everyone
is required to wear a face covering at all times. Anyone feeling
unwell or exhibiting signs of illness is asked to remain at home.
The Heritage Room is available Tuesdays 2-5pm, WednesdayThursday1-5pm, and Friday-Saturday 1-4pm.
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Death and Illness in the
24th Virginia Infantry
In May, the Resilient Redlands Webinar
Series included “From the Shrine’s
Collections: The US Sanitary Commission
and the Fisk Family Quilt,” which referenced
a letter written by Private Ballard P. Hylton
of Company A, 24th Virginia Infantry in the
summer of 1861. Written from a hospital
in Culpeper Court House, Virginia in the
summer of 1861, the inclusion of the letter in
the presentation only scratched the surface
of what can be learned about Hylton, his
colleagues, and medicine during the war.
In the early days of the war, most people
did not expect the conflict to last more
than a few months, so the Confederate
government failed to immediately establish
the necessary military infrastructure, including
medical framework. Many soldiers were sent to
civilian houses to receive medical care, resulting in
both unsatisfactory care and the illness of many
caretakers. Hospitals were randomly established
wherever Confederate forces were located.
None of the military hospitals were purposebuilt hospitals, but rather repurposed existing
structures, including warehouses, hotels, homes,
stores, churches, and court houses. In addition, with
the recruitment of regiments and the gathering of
men, communicable diseases spread quickly.
Ballard Preston Hylton was born in Floyd County,
Virginia in 1839. He was the sixth of eight siblings
raised on a family farm who attended local schools.
Located in the south-west portion of the state,
Floyd County was remote and had a small enslaved
population in 1860. When the Commonwealth of

Culpeper Court House,Virginia, 1862

Virginia decided to join the Confederacy in May
1861, Hylton decided to enlist. He, along with two
brothers, two cousins, and an uncle enlisted in
Company A of the 24th Virginia Infantry Regiment
on May 14, 1861. One brother delayed enlisting
until October to assist in harvesting on the family
farm. The 24th Virginia was assembled in Lynchburg
in June, 1861, with companies recruited from Floyd,
Franklin, Carroll, Giles, Patrick, Pulaski, Mercer,
Montgomery, and Henry Counties. Each county
provided one company of 100 men and officers.
Thirty-six men from Floyd County with the
surname Hylton enlisted in eight Virginia regiments.
With the establishment of the Confederate
Army in Virginia, an effort was soon made to guard
and protect the roads leading into Richmond.
Regiments were divided to protect various
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approaches. Company A was first stationed at
Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, Virginia, then
moved to Davis’s Ford on the northeast back of
Cedar Run, and again to Bradley’s, three miles south
of Manassas Junction.As with all new regiments, the
close proximity of the men allowed communicable
diseases to spread. The constant moving, poor
food, and lack of shelter caused many men in the
company to become sick. As the regiment and
its companies moved to Manassas, men fell ill
and were left at nearby locations. Camp Henry,
a Confederate military training camp and recruit
depot, was established at Culpeper Court House
in May, 1861. Several men of Company A were left
at the Methodist Church, which functioned as the
hospital, on their way to Manassas Junction.
The Confederate government was faced with
the pressing tasks of mustering and outfitting its
military forces, and creating a fiscal system, and the
Confederate Congress authorized $50,000 for the
establishment and support of military hospitals.

Letter from Private Hylton to Captain Stigleman.

Without a central authority to create a medical
organization, there were insufficient doctors
and supplies.
The 24th Virginia’s Captain Dr. Calohull M.
Stigleman tasked Private Hylton with returning
to Culpeper Court House to learn the status of
the three sick men from Company A: Harvey D.
Weddle, William Sutpher, and Ira H. Slusher. Upon
arriving and locating the men, Hylton wrote a
letter to Captain Stigleman informing him of
their condition.
July 61
Culpepper C.H.Va.The 11
Capt Stiggleman
My Dear Sir, I arrived at this place this morning &
went to the Sergeons office & searched the sick lists
and soon found the names of the boys they are in the
Methodist church I found Billy & Harvey in the corner
near the pulpet they have a very good bed near each
other Billy is improving slowly he was a bad usering in
right ear the docts said he would open it this evening
but his postponed it till morning, he says Billy will not
be fit for duty for some months or so & says he things
he will give him a furlough in the morning to go home
I hope he will Harvey after getting over measles was
taken with diareah & has been very bad off but is
recovering vary fast thin he will be fit for duty in 10
or 15 days Slusher is vary well & is the steward of the
hospital & looks well & hearty the sick at this place
is well cared for & vary comfortable fixed for sleeping
the Ladies seem to be vary kind to them in keeping
the flies away & waiting on them with every thing for
their comfort such kindness can never be replaced
those Ladies that I have seen in the hospital among
our strange boys I hop god will bless them all for their
kindness to our boys you need not fear to send the sick
with measles to this place the doctors vary kind the
servants attentive pleas take good care of Paeston until
he gets well too dark to write my best respects to you
all good bye. B.P. Hylton
Who were these men? The war was in its infancy
at the time of their hospitalization. Four years of
deadly fighting lay ahead where over half of the
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total casualties on both
sides died of disease.
What happened to
them? What were their
wartime experiences?
Did they survive the
war and disease?
Captain
Calohull
M. Stigleman was a
29-year-old
doctor
when he recruited
Company A in May
1861. He was born in Floyd
Death notification of Private William Sutpher.
County, Virginia on March
24, 1833. He attended the
“Old Field” schools of the county and the Floyd States Army. He was exchanged and admitted to
Institute, a high preparatory school. Stigleman the Confederate hospital at Farmville, Virginia on
studied medicine under Dr. Faywell Halden and May 23, 1862 and deserted the next day. By January
attended one course of lectures at the University 1863, Weddle had joined Virginia’s 27th Battalion
of New York, and one at the Medical College of Partisan Rangers, which formed in September,
Virginia, where he graduated in 1857 before 1862 and participated in various engagements in
returning to Floyd County where he commenced East Tennessee and western Virginia. There is no
to practice his profession. Stigleman married Ellen Harvey D.Weddle listed in the 27th Virginia Cavalry
M. Shelor in September, 1857 and had a son prior Battalion roster. In 1862 it was a common practice
to the war. He served with the company between during the reorganization of the Confederate army
May 1861 and March 1862 when he resigned due for men who tired of being in the infantry either
to his wife’s illness after the birth of their daughter. re-enlisting in the cavalry or just leaving to join a
In the postwar period, he was a charter member cavalry regiment. There are three other men with
of the Medical Society of Virginia, of which he was the Weddle surname in the 27th Virginia Cavalry
at one time vice-president. He and his wife had Battalion. However, all three had deserted the
three more children, only one living to adulthood. regiment by the summer of 1864. What is known
Stigleman continued to live and work in Floyd is that Harvey D. Weddle survived the war and
County until his death in 1905. He was buried in returned home to Floyd County where he again
became a farmer, married and had five children,
the Jacksonville Cemetery in Floyd County.
Private Harvey D. Weddle was twenty years three surviving to adulthood. He became a church
old when he enlisted in Company A in May, 1861. elder and died in 1909, being buried at the Topeco
His family were farmers and he had attended local Cemetery in Floyd County.
Private William Sutpher enlisted in Company A
schools. Weddle was admitted to the hospital
at the Culpeper Court House in July, 1861. He on May 14, 1861 when he was 24 years old. Almost
rejoined Company A after the Battle of First immediately after joining the regiment, Sutpher’s
Bull Run and served with the regiment until the ear became infected and he suffered from what the
Battle of Williamsburg in May, 1862 where he was doctor called “bad usering” which can be considered
wounded in battle and captured by the United today to be otorrhoea, or drainage of the ear. He
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was not furloughed home to recuperate and in
September he was temporarily moved to another
hospital but was returned to Culpeper Court
House by the end of the month. His conditioned
worsened and he died of pneumonia on October
20, 1861, without serving with the regiment. His
relations petitioned the Confederate government
for any money which was owed him and received
$22.23 for clothing allowance a year later.
Private Ira H. Slusher was 22 years old when
he enlisted in Company A on May 16, 1861. His
father was a carpenter and there were a total
of eight siblings in the family. Immediately after
joining the regiment he became sick and was
sent to the Culpeper Court House hospital. He
quickly recovered and was made a steward for a
hospital ward in the Methodist Church, a position
he retained for the remainder of the war. Evidence
points to rheumatism as the disability that
prevented his active participation as a soldier when
he was readmitted to a hospital for a short time
due to that ailment. Slusher served at a variety of
hospitals during the war, including Jackson Hospital
in Richmond, General Hospital in Harrisonburg,
3rd
Division
Hospital,
Camp Winder, and 3rd
Division Hospital No. 2
in Danville. In April, 1863
he was officially detailed
as a hospital steward by
Confederate Secretary of
War James Seddon. After
the war he became a school
teacher in Richmond and
married. Sadly, Slusher lost
his wife in 1877. He died in
the Confederate Soldiers’
Home on May 11, 1920 and
was buried at Hollywood
Cemetery in Richmond,
Virginia.
Private
Ballard
P.
Hylton, the author of the

letter, had himself been sick in the regimental camp
during June of 1861. After visiting Culpeper Court
House and writing the letter he then returned to
the regiment. But sickness was prevalent amongst
the men in the 24th Virginia Infantry and Hylton was
admitted to the Confederate General Hospital at
Fairfax Station in September. There he remained
until he recovered in December. His assignment at
Culpeper Court House caused him to avoid the
Battle of First Bull Run, but he suffered a severe leg
injury on June 30, 1862 during the Battle of Seven
Days. Hylton was admitted to General Hospital No.
8 (the St. Charles Hospital, formerly the St. Charles
Hotel) where he remained until November 17
when he was sent home for 90 days on furlough.
This was a common practice in both armies to
open beds for the additional casualties and sick by
sending home long-term patients. Hylton returned
to Richmond in October, 1863 and was paid
back pay and his clothing allowance. There is no
further record of Ballard P. Hylton in his Compiled
Military Service. He was either mustered out for
a disability or had recovered sufficiently to re-join
the regiment.

Casualties list for Battle of Seven Days listing Private Ballard D. Hylton as injured.
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Webinar series
Continues
Have you joined in on A.K. Smiley Public Library’s
webinar series yet? A twice-monthly program, the
webinar series has featured varied historical topics
presented by the Special Collections team .Webinars
take place on the second and fourth Saturdays of
each month and can be accessed on Facebook
Live or by registering on Zoom. Past webinars
are available to watch on the Special Collections
YouTube channel and Facebook page. For
registration information, visit the events pages at
www.akspl.org
or
www.lincolnshrine.org.

Hylton married Sarah Ellen Dillon Ronald in
1869. Sarah had been previously married to James E.
Ronald, who was also in Co. A, 24th Virginia Infantry
and died of wounds received at Drewry’s Bluff in
May, 1864. Hylton built a successful business as a
merchant and farmer and was a devoted Methodist
church member. In addition to adopting his wife’s
son Lane, the couple adopted three children.
He owned and operated the B.P. Hylton & Son
Produce company with his sons Walter and Lane.
This business was operated by the family until the
early 1930s when it was purchased by a friend.
Sarah Hylton died in 1925 and their daughter
Hattie became prominent in social work with mill
workers establishing schools, medical clinics, night
schools, and women’s dormitories. Ballard P. Hylton
died in Danville, Virginia on April 25, 1916 and was
buried at the Greenville Hill Cemetery.

Follow Us on
Instagram
Remember to follow @lincolnshrine on
Instagram to learn about upcoming events and get
updates on when the Shrine will reopen to the public.
Tell your friends and family to help get the word out!

The Watchorn
Society

Have you included the Watchorn Lincoln
Memorial Association in your estate planning? If
so, let the Shrine know so you may be recognized
--Mark Radeleff is a volunteer researcher in the as a member of The Watchorn Society. For
Archives of the Lincoln Memorial Shrine.
more information, please contact the Shrine at
(909) 798-7565 or admin@akspl.org.

Watchorn Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373
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Interested in the
LINCOLN MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION?

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN
LINCOLN MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION

If you or a friend would like to become an
annual supporter of the Lincoln Memorial
Association, please mail a check payable to:

YES, I would like to support the
WLMA by contributing:
q $25 q $50 q $100
q $1,000 q OTHER

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name:
____________________________
Address:
____________________________
____________________________
E-mail:
____________________________
Phone:
____________________________
q $25 Individual q $35 Family
q $50 Sustaining
Annual support is January - December. Individual
supporters may purchase one discounted ticket
to the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining
supporters may purchase two.

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
q Book Fund q Endowment
q Manuscripts q Research Projects
q Programming q Other
Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:
WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373
The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

