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Civil War Symposium
1863: The Turning Point

 The passage of 150 
years has not diminished 
the importance of the 
dramatic events of the 
American Civil War. The 
secession of 11 southern 
states in early 1861 
sparked the worst crisis 
in the history of the 
nation.  After two years of 
costly battles, President 
Abraham Lincoln was 
seemingly no closer to his 
goal of restoring the Union. 
In 1863, however, the war reached its turning point. 
First, Lincoln changed the moral basis of the war 
by issuing his Emancipation Proclamation, a crucial 
step in putting slavery on the path to extinction. 
Second, during the first three days of July, a decisive 
Union victory at Gettysburg repulsed Robert E. Lee’s 
invasion of the North. The following day, General 
Ulysses S. Grant forced the Confederate bastion 
of Vicksburg to surrender, thereby securing Union 
control of the strategically vital Mississippi River. 
These twin triumphs were the beginning of the end 
for the Confederacy.
 As part of the ongoing commemoration of 
the sesquicentennial of the American Civil War, the 
Lincoln Memorial Shrine is proud to collaborate with 
University Redlands to present a special symposium 
entitled 1863: The Turning Point. The two-day event 
will take place on Saturday, September 21 and 
Sunday, September 22 at University of Redlands, 
with a special reception and dinner on the evening 
of the 21st at the Lincoln Memorial Shrine and AK 

Smiley Public Library in 
Redlands.
 A roster of some of the 
nation’s finest scholars 
will discuss both the 
battles and the important 
political developments 
that profoundly altered 
the course of American 
history. In addition they 
will examine the conflict 
through ground-breaking 
new research on casualties, 
as well as how the war has 

been depicted in cinema. Civil War enthusiasts and 
history buffs should be sure to join us in September 
for what is certain to be a very memorable event.
 The two-day event is $115 for members 
of the Lincoln Memorial Association and $135 
for nonmembers who pay by September 1.  From 
September 2 through September 14, the price is 
$150 for members and nonmembers alike. Included 
are two continental breakfasts, one lunch, and 
one dinner, plus access to all sessions. Full-time 
undergraduate or graduate students with student 
ID may attend the entire program for $85.
 Please make check payable to Lincoln 
Memorial Association and send to:

Lincoln Memorial Shrine
125 W. Vine St.
Redlands, CA 92373

 For lodging information, please visit  
www.lincolnshrine.org or e-mail heritage@akspl.org.
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Battle of Gettysburg
 Since I can remember, 
I have always been drawn 
to the image of the gallant 
cavalryman.  Of course, the 
cavalryman that comes to my 
mind first is the dust-covered, 
blue-shirted trooper riding to 
the rescue of the pretty girl 
in the covered wagon at the 
nick of time.  I guess I was 
blessed to come as close to my 
alter-ego as anyone could by 
being a mounted police officer 
for 15 of my 30 years in law 
enforcement.  
 Later, I became a 
Union cavalryman with 
the 7th Michigan Volunteer 
Cavalry, Company F.  
Everyone in our group is 
mounted and we are only 
one of two Union mounted 
cavalry groups in Southern 
California.
 At a typical Southern 
California re-enactment you 
may find 5 to 10 mounted 
cavalry on each side of the battle lines.  Maintaining a horse, 
purchasing all the correct equipment to portray a cavalryman, 
and maintaining a truck and trailer to haul the horse around is no 
small cost and not many are willing to go so far to participate in the 
hobby; being an infantryman is much cheaper.  But I always thought 
to myself, as I rode into battle, what would it be like to ride in a 
company of 100 troopers?
 Our commander, Lt. Dan, began talking about the Gettysburg 
re-enactment over two years ago.  Every time I saw him he pushed me 
just a little, encouraging me to go.  Then a fellow re-enactor gave me 
the name of an outfit in Virginia that rented horses to re-enactors for 
Civil War events.  I called the outfit and made arrangements to rent 
a horse for the week.  Suddenly I was back on the troop roster and 
planning for the event.  Lt. Dan was going to haul all the company 
gear including weapons, powder, tents, saddles, uniforms, etc. 
 I arrived on Saturday night, June 29th in Virginia at the 
ranch where I had rented my horse.  The owner and I decided Bubba 
would be my mount for the week.  Bubba is a 6 year old gray quarter 
horse that was very willing and showed some intelligence.
 The organizers of the re-enactment thought to put together 
a pre-event for the cavalry.  This would allow the cavalry to work 

 As a memento, Bruce posed 
for an authentic tintype photo. “ I had 
grown a goatee to make myself look 
more “period correct” and the image 
on the tintype was a little scary.  The 
person staring back at me could have 
been my great-great-grandfather.”
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see Gettysburg, page 6

together prior to the main event and “shake-out” 
their horses after the long trailer ride.  I was told 
there were riders from every state and from several 
foreign countries.  The pre-event was a re-enactment 
of the Battle of Hanover.  When we arrived at the 
site, we picketed our horses, set up camp and got 
together to refresh ourselves in military drill in 
order to prepare ourselves and our horses for the 
event on Tuesday afternoon.
 There was a strong showing of spectators 
who seemed to enjoy the hour-long battle based upon 
their applause at the conclusion of the event.  After 
the battle we were treated to a BBQ dinner from our 
hosts, the Sheppard family.
 Wednesday morning we packed up camp and 
moved to the Pulig Farm in Biglerville.  In 1863 
Biglerville was known as Middletown.  After the 
horses were picketed we left them behind and moved 
to the battlefield where the three day Gettysburg 
event would take place.  We set up camp, dropped 
trucks and trailers and were shuttled back to the 
Pulig Farm.  All we left at the farm was just enough 
to spend the night and ride out in the morning.  
We were going to make a 9 mile ride across the 
Pennsylvania countryside and ride right into the 
opening battle of Gettysburg (Buford’s approach 
and defense on McPherson’s Ridge).  The Pulig 
family hosted dinner for us on Wednesday night and 
breakfast on Thursday morning.  They were also 
accommodating enough to build temporary shower 
stalls for our use, which were a welcome experience.  
As we slept away the night in a partially mowed 
cornfield, the soft munching of hay made by the 
horses lulled us to sleep.  
 The bugles sounded at 5:30 am on Thursday 
and the scene was almost surreal.  Union cavalry, 3 
companies, crawled out from under wool blankets, 
tended and saddled their horses, and checked gear 
as the sun slowly rose over the horizon and replaced 
the early morning mist that clung to the ground.  We 
walked to the barn for breakfast and about an hour 
later “Boots and saddles” was called on the bugle 
and we mounted up for our ride.  Roughly 150 Union 
cavalry, in formation, guidons flying, bugles blowing 
commands, officers shouting out orders, the clanking 
of sabers hanging from our waists mixed with the 
clanking of metal cups swinging from haversacks, 
the sound of the horse’s feet as they pushed through 
the tall, damp grass, were all riding out in the 
morning light.  It was a “Civil War moment” for me.  
I doubt if I will ever be able to ride with that many 
cavalrymen again, and just for a moment I was one 

of Buford’s troopers riding out to meet fate, just 
north of a small farm town in Pennsylvania, named 
Gettysburg.

 The ride was 9 miles across the beautiful 
Pennsylvania countryside.  We rode through fields, 
across farms, down roads, through small towns, 
and across creeks.  We maintained formation and 
adjusted from column of fours to column of twos to 
files and back as the route dictated.  The morning 
was cool and the heat of the day was not yet upon 
us.  As the sun climbed in the sky, the excitement 
of the experience seemed to ward off the heat and 
humidity.  We rode into a grove of trees just north of 
the battlefield about 20 minutes prior to the opening 
ceremonies commencing.  We met with another 
100 Union cavalry who did not join us on the ride, 
bringing our numbers up to about 250.
 We rode onto the field to the appreciative 
welcome of the crowd and formed up on a slight 
rise just below the bleachers.  We dismounted, 
handing our horses off to the #4 rider in line and 
moved forward with carbines to block the advance of 
Heath’s confederate infantrymen.  It took the whole 
hour for the confederates to push us off the field and 
take McPherson’s ridge, which concluded the first 
engagement.
 The next morning we rode out in formation 
to see confederate cavalry forming up at the far end 
of the field.  On the field were 250 Union cavalry 
facing 175 Confederate cavalry.  Soon, companies 
were being ordered to advance with pistols and 
attack or block companies of rebel horsemen from 
approaching our lines.  The “Rally!” was sounded 
and we re-formed into companies, returned pistols 
and drew sabers.  Charge! was yelled and sounded on 
bugles and we went forward with a mighty yell and 
galloping horses, advancing toward our foes with 
saber’s held at point.  As the two armies collided, the 
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April 18th
Hon. Mr. Harrington
We would like to have the services of Charles, from to 
day, at 2 P.M. until tomorrow at 11 A.M.
Very Resp,
Mrs. Lincoln

 Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous 
donor, the Lincoln Memorial Shrine recently 
acquired a letter written by Mary Todd Lincoln. 
Sent to Assistant Secretary of the Treasury George 
Harrington, the letter requests the services of 
Treasury Department employee Charles Forbes to 
care for her son Thomas (affectionately known as 
Tad) while she and the President visited Baltimore. 
As a person trusted by the family, Forbes alternated 
between serving as a valet, footman, attendant, and 
driver, as needed. The President and First Lady 
traveled to Baltimore on the occasion of Lincoln’s 
address to the U.S. Sanitary Commission’s Sanitary 
Fair on April 18, 1864. With his second presidential 
campaign set to begin the following month, April 
was a busy time for Lincoln. In addition to speaking 
at the Sanitary Fair, he wrote two Executive Orders 
and eight special messages to Congress. 
 Mary too had a lot on her plate in April. With 
the final White House reception of the 1863-4 season 
scheduled for April 19, the day after the Sanitary 
Fair speech, there was much for her to do. Known 
for her fondness of splendor, the White House events 
that Mary hosted were a frequent topic of discussion 
in the following morning’s newspapers, even down 
to the last detail of her dress.  Mary recognized the 
importance of these attentions and strove to remain 
in the spotlight when she could. As a well-bred 
woman, Mary was a charming hostess who greeted 
her guests with pleasure and interest and the April 
1864 reception was no different. Famed orator 
Frederick Douglas described walking into “a perfect 
sea of beauty” with thousands of people waiting to 
meet the President and First Lady. 
 Childcare was an important consideration for 
the family. While their eldest son, Robert Todd, was 
a twenty-one year old university student in early 

1864, Tad was a decade younger and still required 
much of his parent’s attention. After losing two 
sons at a young age, the Lincolns were particularly 
attentive with Tad and were known for allowing him 
to behave with very little restraint. Having a reliable 
person to care for Tad was of particular importance 
during busy periods.
 The President had much to consider as he 
prepared for his speech at the Sanitary Fair. The 
13th Amendment passed the Senate on April 8 and 
the Fort Pillow incident took place on April 12, so it 
is understandable that slavery was foremost on his 
mind. In the days leading up to the Senate vote on 
the Amendment, Lincoln shared his feelings on the 
issue of slavery in a letter to Albert G. Hodges, editor 
of the Frankfort, KY, Commonwealth. The President 
famously wrote: 
I am naturally anti-slavery. If slavery is not wrong, 
nothing is wrong. I can not remember when I did not 
so think, and feel. And yet I have never understood that 
the Presidency conferred upon me an unrestricted right 
to act officially upon this judgment and feeling.

Mary Todd Lincoln,
April 18, 1864
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 His Sanitary Fair speech expressed similar 
sentiments, likening slaves to lambs and slave 
holders to the wolves who prey upon them. He 
also discussed the two common and incompatible 
meanings of the word liberty, explaining that the 
word is either understood to mean “for each man to 
do as he pleases with himself, and the product of his 
labor,” or “for some men to do as they please with 
other men, and the product of other men’s labor.” 
Six months after his Baltimore speech, the state of 
Maryland voted to abolish slavery and within a year 
the institution was formally abolished nationwide as 
the 13th Amendment passed Congress in early 1865.
 Charles Forbes, as fate would have it, was 
stationed outside of the President’s door at Ford’s 
Theater on the evening of April 14, 1865. After being 
approached by John Wilkes Booth and allowing 
him to enter the box, Forbes left the theater with 
the Presidents guard, John Parker, and visited 
a bar. Conflicting reports say that following the 
assassination a grieving Mary either blamed Forbes 
for his negligence or that he remained a close family 
friend. Forbes died in 1895 and was buried in an 
unmarked grave.

-- Maria Carrillo, Associate Archivist

 Huzzah!  The third annual Constitution Day 
Celebration is just around the corner. – September 
14, from 11am – 2pm at the Lincoln Memorial Shrine.   
Celebrating and learning about our Constitution 
will be people of all ages, from all over the Inland 
Empire.  Many families attend, and teachers  from 
local schools send their students  for  extra credit.  We 
are honored to have extraordinary people participate 
in the event,  and  provide a fun and engaging way, 
to learn about our history.
 One of the best parts of Constitution Day 
is exposing people to one of the jewels of Redlands 
– The Lincoln Memorial Shrine.  This year, there 
will be a very special exhibit to commemorate 
the contributions Abraham Lincoln made to our 
Constitution and our country.  
 This year we will have an addition of Food 
Trucks – with FREE admission.  The food trucks will 
be donating a percentage of their sales from the event 
to help support our event next year.  Please come 
support this great community event by enjoying 
lunch with your family.  
 Other attractions are General George 
Washington and James Madison speaking to the 
crowd, talking with and taking pictures with other 
citizens.  The Sons of the American Revolution will 
once again set up their realistic American Revolution 
encampment, where kids will learn about that 
time period by literally walking through history.  
The Mountain Fifes and  Drums,  the  nationally-
recognized and award-winning youth corps, will 
engage the crowd  in an interactive and awe-inspiring 
program, bringing  history to life.  Truly amazing! 
 There will also be live music, an All-American 
Car Show, FREE activities, prizes and crafts for 
kids, Constitution Quest Challenge game, and much 
more.  All-in-all, it is a fun, family day.  
 Thank you to our sponsors, without whom 
none of this is possible:  Graves & King, Clark’s 
Nutrition, Apogean Group, Beaver Medical Group, 
Arthur’s Commercial Press, Gallagher’s Finishing 
Touch Engraving, Star Auto Parts, and more.  You 
can find a complete list and more information about 
Constitution Day at Facebook.com/4400Project.  
Don’t forget to “like” us while you are there, and 
donations are welcome.  
 Bring the entire family and immerse yourself 
in the spirit of America!  Hope to see you there! 

Constitution Day!
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Mrs. Lincoln. The success Mrs. Keckly achieved was 
due to her own hard work, a quality she shared with 
Abraham Lincoln. Born to a black mother and white 
father, Mrs. Keckly navigated both worlds her whole 
life. After the president’s assassination, Mrs. Keckly 
wrote an autobiography, focusing on her years in 
the White House, for which she was criticized in the 
press. The thinking was, how dare she violate the 
Lincolns’ trust and privacy, and (God forbid) maybe 
other people’s black servants would do the same! 
Mrs. Keckly insisted she wrote the book in defense 
of Mrs. Lincoln, whose reputation at that point was 
in tatters. The book, which included personal letters 
from Mrs. Lincoln to Mrs. Keckly, ended the women’s 
friendship. Mrs. Lincoln saw the book as a betrayal. 
 What makes Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly 
a worthwhile read is that its author presents both 
women as real people, with flaws and strengths. 
Fleischner writes that she wanted to restore Mrs. 
Keckly’s place in history and present a fuller, truer 
picture of Mrs. Lincoln. She succeeded.

-- Erin Waldner, Shrine Docent

 Many people, when they saw Steven 
Spielberg’s Lincoln, were inspired to learn more 
about our country’s sixteenth president. I, on the 
other hand, wanted to learn more about Mary 
Lincoln, played by Sally Field in the movie. If you’re 
like me, I recommend Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly, 
by Jennifer Fleischner, for insight into the First 
Lady, as well as her seamstress, played by Gloria 
Reuben (TV’s “ER”) in the movie. Fleischner argues 
that you can’t fully understand Mrs. Lincoln without 
knowing her employee and friend, Lizzy Keckly, and 
their relationship. “For it seems obvious to me,” she 
writes, “that we can hardly understand the way 
the Southern-born Mary Lincoln experienced her 
world without registering the shaping presence of 
the various black women in her life - from the slave 
women who virtually raised her, to the freedwoman 
she turned to during the crisis-ridden 1860s, when 
American found itself embroiled in civil war and 
Mary’s private world was fallen apart.”
 Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly is really two 
biographies in one, allowing readers to learn about 
both subjects. The 2003 book is available at A.K. 
Smiley Public Library.
 One of the reasons I liked this book was 
because Fleischner doesn’t make excuses for Mrs. 
Lincoln’s poor behavior, which she demonstrated 
throughout her life. Fleischner acknowledges that 
Mrs. Lincoln acted like a spoiled child even after she 
was grown. She could be a difficult spouse, friend and 
mother. But Fleischner also writes of Mrs. Lincoln’s 
strengths. She was smart, she knew her husband 
was brilliant well before others did and she helped 
him succeed in the political arena. Even though she 
had her flaws, I still felt compassion for Mrs. Lincoln, 
who lost three children and a husband. Her husband 
was not only assassinated, he was assassinated in 
her presence. I would think these events could drive 
anyone insane, especially someone already on the 
edge, as was the case with Mrs. Lincoln.
 Fleischner describes Mrs. Keckly as smart, 
upwardly mobile and dignified. Born a slave, she 
endured physical and sexual abuse. Mrs. Keckly 
purchased her freedom mid-life and moved to 
Washington, D.C., where she became a much sought 
after seamstress among white, elite women, such as 

“Gettysburg”, continued from page 2

largest saber battle I have ever experienced erupted 
all around me.  Everyone I had contact with played 
by the rules and safety was paramount on everyone’s 
mind.  In this type of a situation it is easy to see how 
someone can get carried away with the moment and 
someone could get hurt.  During the entire event, all 
three days, only one cavalryman came unhorsed, for 
what reason I do not know, but sustained only minor 
injuries.  As far as infantrymen, the only injuries 
were due to heat exhaustion.  During the saber 
melee confederate targets became scarce due to the 
fewer number of confederates.  But in the middle of 
the mix it was easy to imagine the ferocity of such a 
type of combat and I wondered how anyone, horse or 
rider, came out of such a scrap unharmed.
 The following day, due to the disparity of 
numbers, our company was told to report to the 
Confederate camp as rebel cavalry.  To be honest, I 
was disappointed.  I did not come this far and work 
so hard on my impression to suddenly become a 
corn-federate.  I do not own any rebel gear so all I 

Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly:
A Review
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could do was remove my blue blouse and blacken out 
most of my teeth.  The atmosphere in the rebel camp 
was more casual that the Union camp.  There were 
a greater number of women and children and it was 
obvious that rebel re-enactors looked upon the hobby 
more as a family event.  We engaged in mounted drill 
with the “secesh” and it was very clear that they did 
not spend as much time drilling as the Union cavalry 
did and more than once a “left-turn” was called and 
the riders turned right.  Eventually we rode onto 
the field to face the Yankees and I was greeted by 
a sight I did not anticipate.  As I sat amongst the 
confederates, all arrayed in various “uniforms” which 
were a combination of issued uniforms and civilian 
gear all mixed with individual taste, I looked upon 
a solid blue line of Federal cavalry.  The sight was 
intimidating.  By 1863 the Union army had worked 
out most of its supply problems.  Remount stations 
had been established to replace broken down or lost 
horses; a luxury unknown to the South throughout 
the war.   The Union cavalry was well equipped with 
arms, uniforms, and horseflesh; a formidable force.  
It was during the Gettysburg campaign that Stuart 
experienced his first battle losses of the war; further 
evidence that the boys-in-blue were learning to not 
only fight but fight on horse.  Our unit was assigned 
to hold a flank against dis-mounted cavalry.  The 
dis-mounts were able to outflank us and we were 
pushed back.  The Confederate commander tried 
to lure the Union into a trap but the boys in blue 
would have nothing to do with it and we were forced 
to meet them on open ground where their superior 
numbers got the best of us.

 The third and final battle was to be a re-
enactment of the east cavalry field battle and 
General George Custer was there to lead and inspire 
his Michigan troopers.  In the actual battle in 1863, 
Custer led a saber charge with his wolverines across 

a field to engage dismounted confederate cavalry.  
Unseen from the Union stating point was a fence that 
was hidden by the tall grass.  The mounted Union 
charge slammed into this fence almost like throwing 
an egg against the side of your garage.  Men and 
horses slammed into the fence and then into each 
other.  At that point the Confederate cavalrymen rose 
up and fired volleys into the tangled mass of Union 
troopers.  The results were devastating.    Only the 
rear ranks were able to avoid the collision and the 
Michiganders losses were great.  I was hoping that 
part of the battle had been omitted this morning 
since I was riding in the front rank.   

 The two re-enactment armies fought first 
with pistol and then with saber and all too soon 
the bugle call to cease the battle was blown.  The 
event ended much too fast.  All the time I spent 
getting ready for the event, all the anxiety, all the 
anticipation, it was suddenly over. 
 Sunday afternoon I said goodbye to my horse, 
Bubba, and placed him in a corral where other horses 
were to be picked up later in the day and taken back 
to Virginia.
 I consider myself blessed to have participated 
in this event.  This was a “bucket list” experience 
and I am grateful I got to “see the elephant.”  I 
feel closer to my countrymen who left the security 
of home and family, many making the ultimate 
sacrifice, to preserve this country and free a people 
from a terrible injustice.   I hope I honored them in 
my portrayal of their heroic actions. I will sit my 
horse a little taller now with the memory of this 
experience.  

-- Bruce Smith, Shrine Docent

 This article is abridged from the original.  
For the full text of his experience, please visit  
www.lincolnshrine.org.
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New LMA Membership Info!!

 Thank you for your continued support of 
the Lincoln Memorial Shrine as a member of the  
Lincoln Memorial Association!  We really appreci-
ate your continued support, which helps the Shrine 
in numerous ways, from special programs like the  
annual Watchorn Lincoln Dinner and the Open 
House, to financial assistance for new exhibitions 
and new acquisitions.  
 Several members of the LMA have expressed 
a desire for an easier-to-understand membership re-
newal system.  Well, your voices have been heard!  
At the April meeting of the Watchorn Lincoln Memo-
rial Association trustees, a few important decisions 
were made:

1)  We’re moving the renewal date for everyone to 
February 1 of each year, so you’ll always know when 
it’s time to renew your membership.

2)  In addition to notice in the newsletter, we will 
send out a mailing specific to membership renewal.

3)  We know how important the Shrine is to you, 
so we’re increasing (for the first time in a decade) 
the value of membership to $25 for an Individual 
membership, $35 for a Family, and $50 for a new  
“Sustaining” category.
 In addition to the warm feeling you get know-
ing you’re helping the Lincoln Shrine carry out its 
mission, the benefits of your contribution include 
this outstanding newsletter, invitations to special 
events during the year, and reduced admission to 
the Lincoln Dinner.  For 2014, Individual mem-
bers will be entitled to one reduced admission, and  
Family and Sustaining members will be entitled to 
two.
 Your current renewal date is printed on 
the mailing label.  If you haven’t yet renewed for 
this year, we encourage you to do so soon to take  
advantage of the current pricing!
 We thank you for your continued support en-
riching our understanding of the nation’s greatest 
conflict and our greatest president.


