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Douglas Egerton to Deliver 
Keynote at Lincoln Dinner

African Americans and 
Revolutionary America; 
and Thunder at the Gates: 

The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed 
America, which was awarded the Gilder-Lehrman 
Lincoln Prize in 2017.

The Watchorn Lincoln Dinner will take place 
on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at University of 
Redlands’s Orton Center. Attendance to the Lincoln 
Dinner is $49 for members of the Lincoln Memorial 
Association who join or renew in January 2020, and 
$59 for the general public. For reservations, please 
call (909)798-7632 or email heritage@akspl.org. 

The Watchorn Lincoln Memorial 
Association is pleased to welcome  
Dr. Douglas R. Egerton as the 88th Watchorn 
Lincoln Dinner speaker. Dr. Egerton is 
Professor of Early American and 19th 
Century United States History at Le Moyne 
College in Syracuse, New York. He will 
discuss President Abraham Lincoln and the 
recruitment of African American soldiers. 

A graduate of Georgetown University, 
Dr. Egerton has focused his research on the 
intersections between race and politics in  
early American history. He cites a  
conversation with his grandmother, the 
daughter of a Confederate veteran, as 
the impetus for his interest in writing 
and teaching about race relations in the 
early American South. After watching the 
television show Roots, Dr. Egerton recalls 
his “normally soft spoken grandmother became 
furious about the way in which the Old South was 
depicted. She assured me that they, meaning the 
planter class, were ‘always kind to our people,’ 
an inadvertent admission that African American 
slaves were indeed human property.”

Dr. Egerton has published numerous works 
on the topic, including Years of Meteors: Stephen 
Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election 
that Brought on the Civil War; Death or Liberty: 
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The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in

Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library, 
is open to the public, free of charge.  

Hours of Operation: Tuesday - Sunday, 1 pm - 5 pm
For more information, visit www.lincolnshine.org

Mission Statement:
The Lincoln Memorial Shrine strives to be a 
sustainable community resource that provides 
a diverse and growing audience an opportunity 
to better understand today by learning about 
the past from expanded collections, exhibits,  

and programs.

Lincoln Shrine
Open House

The 48th Lincoln Shrine Open House will take place on Saturday, 
February 8, 2020, 11am-3pm at the Lincoln Memorial Shrine and 
Smiley Park in Redlands. 

The popular annual event features new exhibitions, live music, 
Civil War reenactors, and family activities. Don’t miss the 1st 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery’s hourly cannon demonstrations, 
cavalry presentations by the 7th Michigan Cavalry, and President 
Lincoln presenter Robert Broski’s presentation of the Gettysburg 
Address. Also on hand will be the Sons of Union Veterans, Dr. 
Malarkey, the Camp Carleton Band, the Inland Empire LEGO User 
Group with their ever-growing LEGO Civil War battle scene, and 
many more. 

For the fifth year, the Open House will be preceded by the annual 
Lincoln Pilgrimage, which will culminate with a program on the steps 
of the Lincoln Shrine at 10:30am. A Redlands tradition since 1940, 
the Pilgrimage is hosted by the Gray Arrow District, Boy Scouts of 
America and is sponsored by Redlands Noon Kiwanis. 

The Lincoln Shrine Open House is free and open to the public. 
For more information, please contact the Heritage Room at  
(909)798-7632 or heritage@akspl.org.

A crowd gathers to hear President Lincoln presenter Robert 
Broski recite the Gettysburg Address at the 2019 Open House.
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War Within a Regiment:  
The 71st Penn. Officers’ Conspiracy

At the outset of the Civil War in the spring of  
1861, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call 
for United States volunteers and regiments were 
formed in communities across the country. In 
California, where secessionist sentiment ran high, 
a group formed to ask former California resident 
Edward D. Baker, a Senator from Oregon and friend 
of President Lincoln, to form a regiment from the 
Golden State. Baker obtained permission from the 
President and Secretary of War Edward Stanton 
to raise a “California Brigade” in Philadelphia. To 
accomplish this, Baker called upon Isaac J. Wistar, 
his former law partner and friend who lived in 
California. Wistar was a Philadelphian who had 
wealth and military experience. 

Wistar tirelessly roamed Philadelphia in search 
of recruits. Some men volunteered out of patriotic 
duty, others out of boredom and many because they 
needed work. Wistar realized he would have most 
success at saloons, often buying drinks for possible 
recruits. The reply to the recruitment 
was overwhelming and the regiment 
was recruited in less than twenty days. 
Many men who enlisted in the First 
California were Irish who came from 
the Irish neighborhoods in Philadelphia. 
With the authority to recruit directly 
from the Federal government, Baker’s 
First California Volunteer Infantry were 
supplied with uniforms, equipment, and 
weapons.

Colonel Baker appointed relatives, 
friends, or highly recommended people 
to field staff positions. Isaac J. Wistar 
became Lieutenant Colonel. Robert 
A. Parrish, a Philadelphia lawyer, was 
appointed Major after he assisted 
Wistar with recruitment. Alfred Baker, 
Baker’s brother and a physician in 
Illinois, was appointed as regimental 

surgeon. Baker’s son Edward D. Baker, Jr. became 
adjutant. Edward B. Jerome, Baker’s nephew, was 
made Quartermaster Sergeant. 

After five weeks, the recruits were ordered 
to Fortress Monroe on the Virginia Peninsula 
as part of the garrison. While on the Peninsula, 
disciplinary problems arose within the regiment. 
Men from one company robbed a sutler’s store 
and fights often broke out amongst the different 
companies. Then the men in Company M revolted, 
feeling that their services were taken for granted. 
They insisted that since they had been mustered 
into the army by Colonel Baker and not a regular 
army officer (in accordance with regulations) they 
were not officially in the Army. In addition, they 
insisted that their time would be over soon since 
they had enlisted in May and Congress declared 
that men who enlisted prior to July would only 
serve three months. Colonel Baker and Lieutenant 
Colonel Wistar came down hard on the revolting 
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Baker who was killed in action and Lieutenant 
Colonel Wistar who was wounded. With Baker’s 
death, Wistar assumed command of the regiment, 
but was furloughed to recover from his injuries. 
Command fell to the two majors of the Regiment, 
Major Robert A. Parrish and Major Charles Smith. 

With the expectation that Wistar would be 
promoted to Colonel, Major Parrish had a strong 
desire to fill the vacant lieutenant colonelcy and he 
had strong endorsements. Chaplin Robert Kellen 
said that Colonel Baker held Parrish in “high 
esteem” and claimed he heard Baker declare that 
Parrish was “the most correct Military Man and 
Officer in the California Regt.” Alfred Baker, the 
regimental surgeon wrote a similar letter expressing 
“my lamented Brother’s opinion of your character 
both personal and professional”. The surgeon also 
professed that he “often heard him [Colonel Baker] 
state that for promptness in duty and discipline 
and accuracy of detail he considered you the first 
officer in the Regiment”. Even Parrish’s father, a 
prominent Philadelphia merchant, wrote to the 
aide-de-camp of Pennsylvania Governor Andrew G. 
Curtin on behalf of his son’s efforts to ascend to the 
lieutenant colonelcy of the regiment. 

In the midst of this campaign, Major Parrish  
made a mistake. Under orders from division 
commander Brigadier General Charles Stone, 
Parrish marched his Battalion from Camp 
Observation to Camp Main Guard. This was a 
better location for the troops which were suffering 
from many health problems. Two days later, interim 
brigade commander Joshua T. Owen ordered Parrish 
to march his troops back to Camp Observation. 
Parrish, believing that the new camp was healthier 
than Camp Observation, ignored the order. Owen 
then ordered acting regimental commander George 
Ritman to take command of Parrish’s battalion and 
return it to Camp Observation. Parrish intercepted 
the order to Ritman and ordered a fully armed 
company to shoot anyone who attempted to leave 
Camp Main Guard. At that point, General William  
W. Burns assumed command of the California 
Brigade and immediately placed Parrish under 
arrest with division commander Brigadier General 
Stone in agreement. Three charges were brought 
against Parrish: 1) Disobedience of orders; 2) 

men, who were arrested, with one company placed 
under guard, exposed to the weather, and forced 
to perform ‘double quick’ at intervals. The revolt 
eventually ended with the discharge of selected 
individuals and with Colonel Baker’s declaration 
that any man who left the regiment as a deserter 
would be hunted down. 

The regiment was ordered back to Washington, 
D.C. in the summer and occupied the forts 
surrounding the Capitol. It received its baptism 
by fire at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff on October 
21, 1861. Under the leadership of Colonel Baker, 
eight companies of the regiment led by Lieutenant 
Colonel Wistar crossed the Potomac River along 
with New York, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts 
regiments. The Federal troops were placed in an 
indefensible position with the cliff and river at their 
backs. The stronger Confederate forces pushed the 
Federal troops back down the bluff into the cold 
swift waters of the Potomac. The First California 
sustained nearly 300 casualties, including Colonel 
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Conduct prejudicial to the good order and military 
discipline; and 3) Conduct unbecoming an officer. 
Parrish was given almost thirty days to prepare for 
his court martial. 

The First California regiment was officially 
placed under the authority of the State of 
Pennsylvania in November and designated the 
71st Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, much to the 
dismay of the officers and men. In addition, the 
other “California” regiments were also placed 
under the authority of Pennsylvania and together 
were called the Philadelphia Brigade. Wistar was 
promoted to full Colonel and placed in command of 
the 71st Pennsylvania on November 11, 1861.

By the end of the month, the 71st Pennsylvania 
had suffered sickness, casualties, resignations 
and dismissals from its officer ranks. Wistar was 
concerned about the appointment of new officers 
and deemed it “of great importance to raise the 
standard of company officers by the inclusion of 
more educational and intellectual ability by a few 
judicious and well considered appointments.” 
Although Parrish had expressed an overt interest 
in the Lieutenant Colonelcy, Wistar looked 
elsewhere. Over the next four months, Wistar 
managed to appoint several new officers who were 
inexperienced and had not been with the regiment 
since its inception. This policy of appointing new 
men to the vacant officer slots rankled many of the 
veteran men of the regiment. 

The 71st Pennsylvania participated in the 1862 
Peninsula Campaign. It made several charges 
during the Seven Days Battles, losing many 
officers and men. During and after the Campaign 
various company officers insinuated that Major 
Parrish stayed behind the firing line and avoided 
duties. On February 25, Parrish was charged with 
leaving camp without permission. Wistar, who had 
already decided to discharge Parrish from service, 
confided to Governor Curtin that Parrish was 
“pretty certainly” to be cashiered out of the Army 
when a trial was convened. Parrish’s case came 
back from Washington with no action taken and 
no court martial was ordered. He remained under 
arrest and Major Charles Smith became acting 
regimental commander.

Major Parrish was released and restored to 

the command of the regiment in June, but Wistar 
still regarded him as “the prime nuisance of the 
regiment”. The 71st Regimental Adjutant Penn 
Smith stated that Parrish’s resumption of command 
was “much to the mortification and displeasure 
of all”. George Ritman declared that Parrish’s 
arrival back in camp “caused a universal feeling 
of regret…almost rebellion” among the officers. 
Brigade Commander Burns took the news worse 
than anybody, stomping about and loosing a ten-
minute stream of profanity. Parrish finally realized 
that his time with the 71st Pennsylvania was at an 
end.

Parrish later stated that he resigned because 
of his desire to raise a new regiment and “because 
of the strong prejudice against me by Col. Wistar 
and [brigade commander] General Burns (which 
has barred all hope of promotion for me in this 
Regiment)”. Parrish returned to Philadelphia and 
attempted to organize and recruit a new regiment. 

Major Robert A. Parrish
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In August and September 1862, he actively 
participated in raising the 151st Pennsylvania 
Infantry, a nine-month volunteer regiment, with 
advertisements proclaiming him as Colonel.

The 151st Pennsylvania was formed and mustered 
into service at Camp Curtin on the outskirts of the 
state capital at Harrisburg. On November 4, 1862, 
the company commanders met to elect regimental 
officers from amongst themselves. Harrison Allen, 
a former major of the 10th Pennsylvania Reserve 
Regiment and captain of Company F, was elected 
colonel of the regiment. George F. McFarland of 
Company D was elected lieutenant colonel. John 
W. Young of Company C was elected major. Parrish 
was not even considered. 

While Parrish concerned himself with the new 
regiment, the 71st participated in the Battle of 
Antietam in September, where the regiment lost 
one third of its strength. Amongst the casualties 
was Colonel Wistar who was wounded in his left 
arm. His commander, Brigadier General Oliver 

O. Howard, reported on Wistar’s new injuries, 
saying “... with his right arm nearly useless from a 
former wound, had his left disabled”, referring to 
the previous wounds he had suffered at Ball’s Bluff. 
Wistar did not return to the army for nine months 
as he recovered from his wounds. 

In recognition of his actions at the Battle 
of Antietam, Colonel Wistar was nominated to 
be promoted to the rank of Brigadier General 
in March, 1863. Almost immediately action was 
taken by former Major Parrish and several former 
officers of the 71st Pennsylvania who sent a printed 
document to Secretary of War Stanton purporting 
to be affidavits of citizens of Philadelphia and others, 
which questioned the loyalty of Colonel Wistar. The 
charges included the following: When the regiment 
was being reviewed by the President, Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of the Navy, Col. Wistar 
gave the order for the regiment to about face when 
the reviewing party was passing the regiment; 
That Col. Wistar often described the President as a 
“N*****-stealing son-of-a-bitch”; That Col. Wistar 

stated that “the Governor of Pennsylvania was a 
damned thief, having swindled the soldiers with 
shoddy”.

The printed document included specific 
charges and listed as witnesses Senator 
Baker’s brother Surgeon Alfred Baker, nephew 
Edward B. Jerome, and son Edward D. Baker 
Jr., who had all resigned from the regiment. 
Selected Alderman of Philadelphia signed the 
document as having sworn and subscribed the 
alleged statements. However, they were not 
official Notaries Public. Specific accounts of 
the “disloyalty” of Wistar were included within 
the charges and specifications from several 
former officers in the regiment, all of whom 
had grudges against the Colonel. Sylvester 
S. Greth, a former Captain who commanded 
Co. D, was dismissed from the service for 
desertion. Former Captain Robert C. Hick who 
commanded Co. P was forced out of the army 
when his company was consolidated with other 
companies. Former Captain Isaac J. Neall of 
Co. E resigned in August 1862 due to “issues” 
with Wistar. Captain George L. Ritman of Co. D, 
who had been selected to become the regiment’s 
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The Lincoln Memorial Shrine in now on 
Instagram! Follow @lincolnshrine to learn 
about new exhibits, events, historical trivia, and 
much more. Share to help get the word out!  
Link: www.instagram.com/lincolnshrine/

Follow the Shrine 
on Instagram

Since its inception in 1932, the Watchorn Lincoln 
Dinner has attracted enthusiasts of Abraham 
Lincoln to celebrate the life and accomplishments 
of the 16th President. Today, the Lincoln Dinner 
distinguishes itself as the largest annual tradition 
of its kind in the United States and is a great time 
to make a contribution for the Shrine to acquire 
something new for its collections. 

Through the generous support of our 2019 
sponsors, the Watchorn Lincoln Memorial 
Association raised a record $28,000 for the purchase 
of an item to be unveiled at the Lincoln Dinner this 
year. Your sponsorship will help fund the purchase 
of an item to be presented at the 2021 Dinner.

Sponsorships of $2,500 include a complimentary 
table of eight at the Lincoln Dinner; $1,000 includes 
four seats; and $750 includes two seats.  Sponsors 
$500 and above will be recognized in the evening’s 
printed program, on a poster at check-in, and on 
the screen during dinner.  Look for a sponsorship 
card with your 2020 Lincoln Dinner invitation. 

Sponsor the 
Lincoln Dinner

Major but was never mustered into that rank, was 
discharged in January 1862 for a disability. 

The Secretary of War made short work of 
these accusations by replying that the submitted 
statements “bear no evidence of authority and can 
not be made the basis of official action. If you will 
send affidavits in due form by persons vouched for 
as credible witnesses, the mayor of Philadelphia, 
the collector of the Port, the Postmaster, any 
judge of the United States or state courts or by 
other respectable citizens known to this occupant 
an investigation will be promptly orders”, signed 
Assistant Secretary of War. No further action was 
taken with these accusations as the men occupying 
those mentioned positions had been appointed by 
President Lincoln. 

Isaac J. Wistar was promoted to Brigadier 
General on November 29, 1862 and went on to 
serve as commander of the District of Yorktown 
in Virginia and was briefly divisional commander 
of the XVIII Corps of the Army of the James. He 
led a brigade in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign 
in May, 1864, but was soon relieved of duty. He 
resigned from the Army in September and resumed 
his law practice in Philadelphia. He founded the 
Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology at the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1892. Wistar served 
as Inspector of the Pennsylvania State Penitentiary, 
and as President of the Pennsylvania State Board 
of Charities, the American Philosophical Society, 
and the Academy of Natural Sciences. He died in 
1905 at his summer home in Claymont, Delaware.

Robert A. Parrish continued his career as a 
lawyer in Philadelphia. In 1879, he was found guilty 
of attempted murder of an office boy he believed was 
stealing from him. He later worked as a real estate 
agent for various influential people in Philadelphia 
and squandered his family’s fortune. He died in the 
Home of Incurables, which cared for low income 
and disabled people, in Philadelphia in 1901.

The Lincoln Memorial Shrine recently acquired 
an archive of materials related to Parrish’s work 
to recruit a company for the California Brigade in 
1861. Visit the Heritage Room to learn more.

--Mark Radeleff is a volunteer researcher in the 
Archives of the Lincoln Memorial Shrine.
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Interested in the  
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become an 
annual supporter of the Lincoln Memorial 

Association, please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________

  q $25 Individual q $35 Family

  q $50 Sustaining
Annual support is January - December.  Individual 
supporters may purchase one discounted ticket 
to the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining 
supporters may purchase two.

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


