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Lincoln Shrine’s Prized  
Rockwell Painting Returns

The departure of “Reflections of the Face of 
Lincoln” on March 31st made way for the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine’s famed Norman Rockwell 
painting, known as “The Long Shadow of Lincoln,” 
to be on exhibit once again. Created by Rockwell 
for The Saturday Evening Post’s February 10, 
1945 issue honoring Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, 
the original oil on canvas 
painting was given to 
the Shrine by the artist 
himself later that year. 

Created while the 
United States was still in 
the throes of World War 
II, the origin of the work 
lies in the magazine’s 
desire to use the occasion 
of Lincoln’s birthday to 
ponder the ideas of peace 
and reconciliation in the 
midst of the war. To tackle 
the weighty topic, famed 
poet Carl Sandburg and 
Rockwell were chosen 
to produce new works. 
The end result was 
Sandburg’s eighty-three 
stanza poem “The Long 
Shadow of Lincoln” and 
Rockwell’s painting of 
the same name. 

The journey of this work of art from Rockwell’s 
studio in Arlington, Vermont to Redlands began 
with John Robert Porter, nephew of Shrine donor 
Robert Watchorn and a friend of The Saturday 
Evening Post editor Ben Hibbs. Porter contacted 
Hibbs to ask about acquiring the painting for the 
Lincoln Shrine. Porter’s letter was forwarded to 

Rockwell, who replied 
that he would be “very 
much honored if it could 
have a place in the 
Lincoln shrine [sic] in 
Redlands.”  Fortunately, 
the painting was in 
Alhambra, California at 
the time, and Norman 
Rockwell’s incredible 
gift made its way to the 
museum in July, 1945.  

The painting has 
been on exhibit for 
almost the entirety of its 
time at the museum.  In 
1999, the painting was 
loaned to the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential 
Library and Museum 
for a Rockwell exhibit 
and underwent serious 
conservation from 2000 
to 2001.
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The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in
Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library, 

is open to the public, free of charge.  

Hours of Operation Tuesday - Sunday
1 pm - 5 pm

Tours are available for groups of 15 or more by 
appointment.  Closed most holidays but open on 
Lincoln’s Birthday.  For more information call 

(909) 798-7632, or visit our website at:  
www.lincolnshrine.org

Cornwell Murals 
Come to Life

Have you noticed anything different in the Shrine lately? The 
museum underwent a long overdue lighting upgrade last fall that 
has fundamentally changed how objects are displayed. Lighting is 
an incredibly important consideration for museums that can greatly 
affect efforts to preserve materials for future generations. Over time, 
harsh lighting can irreversibly affect color saturation and stability of 
museum objects, making documents difficult or impossible to read 
and damaging artifacts to the point of leaving them too fragile for 
future display. The use of museum grade light-emitting diode, or 
LED, lights reduces exposure to ultraviolet and infrared radiation, 
creating a more suitable environment to display irreplaceable 
museum artifacts and documents. 

In addition to improvements in preservation, the lighting upgrade 
also allowed an opportunity to illuminate the lunettes of the Shrine 
octagon for the first time in 87 years! Created by celebrated illustrator 
Dean Cornwell, the two paintings depict Abraham Lincoln’s greatest 
accomplishments: the preservation of the union and the emancipation 
of enslaved people in the United States. Shown alongside Cornwell’s 
depiction of eight allegorical figures representing the foundation of 
Lincoln’s character, lighting has enhanced these works of art like 
nothing before.
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From Enemies to Neighbors:
Civil War Adversaries in Redlands

As Civil War veterans migrated west in the 
post-war period, it was not uncommon for men to 
meet who had once been on opposite sides of the 
battlefield. United States and Confederate veterans 
shared similar experiences during the war: active 
campaigning, hard marching, heat, cold, sleeping in 
the rain, friends gained and lost, and the chaos of 
battle. After the war, Yankees and former Rebels 
became examples of perseverance and loyalty at 
home and in their communities. 

Like virtually all veterans of American wars, 
the time spent as soldiers was dwarfed by the 
time they spent as veterans. Civil War veterans 
formed many different veterans’ associations, but 
two organizations dominated. Founded in 1866, the 
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), an organization 
for Union veterans, had as many as 400,000 
members by the 1880s and reached its membership 
peak twenty years later. Its counterpart, the United 
Confederate Veterans (UCV) was organized in 1889 
and boasted 160,000 members by 1900. 

These organizations sprang up in communities 
across the county. In the city of Redlands, Union 
veterans formed the Bear Valley Post #162 of the 
GAR in 1891, a group that was very active in the 
community in the decades that followed. Many 
veterans came to the area prior to Redlands’s 
founding and helped in its establishment, owning 
and operating businesses, investing, and making 
their homes. Others worked as laborers in the citrus 
fields and farms or erected the town’s buildings, 
streets, and city infrastructure. While Redlands 
never had a UCV post, members of the organization 
did live in the city and shared a common bond with 
their GAR contemporaries. Some men had more 
in common than they might have known. Such was 
the story of John Borders, Jr. and Frank Webber 
who fought on opposing sides in the Battle of 
Chickamauga in northern Georgia in September, 
1863.

John McDowell Borders, Jr. was born in Georgia 
in 1840. The Borders family moved to Alabama in 

the late 1840s where land was cheap 
and crops grew bountiful. John M. 
Borders’s family members were 
prosperous slave owners; his uncle 
owned 54 slaves and a great uncle 
owned 38. While John’s father died 
in 1848, family support allowed him 
and his brother Stephen to pursue 
an education in medicine. Still a 
student at the time that the Civil 
War commenced, John enlisted 
in Co. I, 39th Alabama Infantry in 
May, 1862 after the Confederate 
government enacted a draft to 
provide more men for their army. 
With the regiment, John fought 
at the Battle of Murfreesboro and 
the Battle of Chickamauga, where 
the 39th Alabama was assigned to 
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Longstreet’s attack drove one-third of the Union 
army, including Rosecrans himself, from the field. 
Union units spontaneously rallied to create a 
defensive line on Horseshoe Ridge and Snodgrass 
Hill, forming a new right wing for the line of Major 
General George H. Thomas, who assumed overall 
command of remaining Union forces. Although 
the Confederates launched costly and determined 
assaults, Thomas and his men held.

The Confederates attempted to turn the 
Federal right flank by assaulting Horseshoe Ridge.  
The ridge made a strong defensive position, and it 
was here that General Thomas made the last-ditch 
stand that prevented the Federal retreat from 
turning into a complete rout.  

Division Commander Major General Thomas C. 
Hindman was ordered to assault the Federal right 
and he assigned Deas’ brigade, which included 
Borders’ 39th Alabama Infantry Regiment, to be 
the lead in the assault against the Federal positions 
on Horseshoe Ridge. Already exhausted and 
having suffered heavy casualties from fighting 
that morning, Deas’ brigade fragmented as they 
advanced up the forbidding slope and found 
themselves greeted by four artillery pieces and a 
strong Federal infantry line when they reached  
the top. 

Brigadier General Zachariah C. Deas’s brigade, 
Hindman’s Division, Polk’s Corps, Army of 
Tennessee. 

Francis (Frank) Webber  was born in 1825 in 
Baden, Germany. He immigrated to the United 
States in 1855 and settled in Illinois, but little is 
known of his life before then. He was not married 
and worked as a common laborer and farmer at 
the time the war began. Frank enlisted in Co. D, 
89th Illinois Infantry in August, 1862, but used a 
false surname “Weaver,” which may have been how 
the recruiter heard his surname when he enlisted 
with a heavy German accent. Frank fought with 
the regiment at the Battles of Stones River and 
Liberty Gap. At the Battle of Chickamauga, the 89th 
Illinois was assigned to the 1st Brigade commanded 
by Brigadier General August Willich, 2nd Division, 
XX Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

After his successful Tullahoma Campaign in 
the summer of 1863, U.S. Major General William 
S. Rosecrans renewed the offensive. In early 
September, Rosecrans consolidated his forces 
scattered in Tennessee and Georgia and forced 
General Braxton Bragg’s Confederate army 
out of Chattanooga. Determined to reoccupy 
Chattanooga, Bragg headed north on September 
17, intending to attack part of Rosecrans’s army. As 
Bragg marched north on September 
18, his cavalry and infantry engaged 
with U.S. cavalry and mounted 
infantry, with fighting beginning in 
earnest the following morning. 

As the Battle of Chickamauga 
began, Bragg’s men strongly 
assaulted but could not break the 
Union line. The next day, Bragg 
resumed his assault. In late morning, 
Rosecrans was misinformed that 
he had a gap in his line. In moving 
units to shore up the supposed gap, 
Rosecrans accidentally created an 
actual gap directly in the path of an 
eight brigade assault on a narrow 
front by Confederate Lieutenant 
General James Longstreet, whose 
corps had been detached from 
the Army of Northern Virginia. 



Page 5Volume 47 • Number 4

The fatigued Alabamans fought for several 
minutes but were unable to reach or break the 
federal line. The Union fire was intense and 
unrelenting with artillery guns double-shotted 
with canister. The battery commander of the guns, 
Lieutenant George Dolton, wrote “As fast as our 
canister would mow them down, they would close 
up & advance. We must have piled them up.”  The 
federal right flank was reinforced with the result 
that Hindman’s attempt to turn the flank failed. 
Deas’ brigade retreated from Horseshoe Ridge and 
regrouped. 

After the collapse of the Union right on the 
afternoon of September 20, Thomas rallied all the 
Federals he could find and positioned them on this 
ridge. Determined stands by isolated Union units 
delayed the Confederates long enough for Thomas 
to throw up log breastworks and solidify this line. 
Snodgrass Hill is where the Union Army held after 
the Confederates broke their line earlier in the day. 

Thomas earned the nickname “Rock of 
Chickamauga” for his leadership that day. By 
holding the line, the Union army was able to avoid 
a complete rout and retreated back to Chattanooga 
that night. The field of battle belonged to the 
victorious Confederates, but they failed to pursue 
the Federals. It was at Horseshoe Ridge and 
Snodgrass Hill that future Redlanders Private 
John M. Borders of the 39th Alabama Infantry and 
Private Frank Webber of the 89th Illinois Infantry 
fought.

While the Battle of Chickamauga became a  
Confederate victory with the retreat of the Union 
army to Chattanooga, it laid the groundwork 
for the siege of Chattanooga and eventually the 
Union victory at Missionary Ridge. The 39th 
Alabama Infantry lost 31% of the 310 engaged at  
Chickamauga. The 89th Illinois suffered 109 
casualties in killed, wounded and missing, or 
approximately 35% of those engaged. The brigades 
of Borders and Webber were separated by 
approximately 500 yards from each other during  
the fighting on Horseshoe Ridge. They both 
survived and continued to serve their respective 
armies until the end of the war. 

In early 1864, Borders was assigned duty within 
the regiment as a clerk for the regimental doctor. 

In October of that year, he was at the Ocmulgee 
Hospital in Macon, Georgia with a severe case of 
hemorrhoids. He was wounded in December, 1864 
during the Nashville Campaign and went to Way 
Hospital in Meridian, Mississippi where he spent 
the remainder of the war. He returned to school 
and became a medical doctor after the war, living 
first in Georgia and later in Sabine, Texas, where 
he established his practice. He lived with his 
mother and his brother owned a farm next to their 
residence. He married Florence Henderson in 1877 
and they had one daughter who died in infancy the 
following year. 

Borders and his wife remained in Texas until 
1908, when Borders retired and moved to Redlands 
where he purchased a five-acre citrus grove for 
$6,000. For the next five years he lived the life 
of a retired gentleman. John M. Borders died  
September 14, 1911 and was buried at Hillside 
Cemetery. His wife Florence remarried and died  
in San Diego in 1933 at the age of 90.

Frank Webber served with the 89th Illinois until 
the end of the war. He participated in the attack 
at Missionary Ridge during the Chattanooga 
Campaign, scaling the enemy’s works and driving 
them away. He was also with the brigade as it 
participated in the victories of Rocky Face Ridge, 
Resaca, Pickett’s Mill, Kennesaw Mountain, 
Peachtree Creek, the flank movement of Atlanta, 
Jonesboro, and Lovejoy’s Station. The regiment 
later fought at Franklin and Nashville, where it was 
mustered out in the field on June 10, 1865. Little is 
known of Webber’s life after the war. 

He married Margareta in 1872 and they are 
listed as living with his nephew Frank Weber and 
his family in Redlands in the 1900 U.S. Census. 
Frank Webber died March 2, 1906 and is buried at 
Hillside Cemetery. Margareta applied for a Civil 
War Widow’s pension on March 26th and received 
Pension #614624. She died in 1911. 

 
--Mark Radeleff is a volunteer researcher in the 

Archives of the Lincoln Memorial Shrine.
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Clara Barton’s  
Missing Soldiers Office

Of the innumerable women who served on the 
home front and battlefields of the Civil War, few 
are as well-known as the indomitable Clara Barton. 
Renowned as a humanitarian, educator, and activist, 
Clarissa Harlowe Barton (1821-1912) dedicated her 
life to helping others, first as a teacher who worked 
with underprivileged children, then as a nurse 
during the Civil War, and later as founder of the 
American Red Cross.

Known as the “angel of the battlefield” for 
her tireless work to bring supplies and medical 
aid to Union soldiers, Barton went on to become 
the government liaison for missing soldiers in 
the years immediately following the war. Barton 
was made aware of the need by her brother and 
nephew, both of whom were ill in early 1865, and 
wrote to President Abraham Lincoln to solicit 
permission to assist with the delicate task: 

To his Excellency Abraham Lincoln 
President of the United States

Sir, I most respectfully solicit your authority 
and endorsement to allow me to act temporarily 
as general correspondent at Annapolis Maryland, 
having in view the reception and answering of 
letters from the friends of our prisoners now being 
exchanged.

It will be my object to obtain and furnish all 
possible information in regards to those that have 
died during their confinement. 

With a presidential sanction, Barton created 
the Office of Correspondence with Friends of the 
Missing Men of the United States Army, later 
known as the Missing Soldiers Office. Operating 
out of her Washington, D.C. home with twelve 
clerks, the office fielded more than 63,000 items of 
correspondence from families of missing soldiers. 
In its three years of existence, the office contacted 
the families of approximately 22,000 soldiers who 
died during the war.

Thanks to a tip from docent Jim Snodgress, 
the Lincoln Memorial Shrine recently acquired 
a letter written by Barton to Major General 
Benjamin Butler regarding her work to contact 
the families of deceased prisoners of war from 
the notorious prison Camp Sumter, better known 
as Andersonville Prison. Beginning in June, 
1865, Barton and her staff worked with former 
Andersonville POW Dorence Atwater to ascertain 
the names of prisoners who perished. Atwater was 
tasked with keeping an inventory of those who died 
in the camp during his detainment. His “death list” 
was used by the Army and Missing Soldiers Office 
to identify the dead.

In her letter to Butler, Barton complained 
of a conspiracy against her led by Assistant 
Quartermaster General Captain James Moore, 
a veteran of the Army’s cemetery system who 
supervised over 50,000 burials during and after the 
war. The Office of the U.S. Army Quartermaster 
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was charged with the establishment of national 
cemeteries as part of the Federal Reburial Program 
and Captain Moore was made responsible for an 
expedition to establish a cemetery at Andersonville 
in late July and early August of 1865. Barton, who 
had only recently been made aware of Atwater’s 
list, was asked to accompany the expedition 
by Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. During 
the journey from Washington, D.C., a 
contentious relationship developed between 
Barton and Moore, leading the latter to 
remark, “God dammit to hell, some people 
don’t deserve to go anywhere, and what in 
the hell does she want to go for?” 

While at Andersonville, the team 
worked with members of the 137th United 
States Colored Troops to mark graves 
with wooden headboards listing soldiers’ 
names, ranks, units, and death dates. Using 
Atwater’s death list and the available burial 
information, Barton began to produce an 
exact record of the Andersonville dead. 
Following weeks of hard work, Andersonville 
National Cemetery was created, an occasion 

that was marked by a ceremony on August 17, 1865 
with Barton on hand to raise the American flag. 

After returning from the expedition, the ever 
popular Barton made her opinion of Captain Moore 
known. Her letter to Butler blamed Moore for a 
litany of wrongdoings, including being responsible 
for Dorence Atwater’s imprisonment for larceny 
in August, 1865 after he retrieved his death list 
from the Army without permission. Barton’s letter 
also included an “Appended Clause, of an Official 
Report to Secretary Stanton of the expedition to 
Andersonville Ga July 1865 – for the purpose of 
identifying the graves” where she accused Moore 
of being “violently opposed” to her before she had 
“even been twenty minutes in his company,” of 
ignoring her and never consulting her on any matters 
during the expedition, and of forging letters in her 
name that were published in various newspapers to 
make her “appear odious and ridiculous.”

Barton requested Butler’s aid to prevent 
Captain Moore from being assigned as Chief of the 
U.S. Burial Bureau and subsequently being her 
supervisor. Although she suggested that Butler go 
directly to President Andrew Johnson if necessary, 
Butler was unable to intercede and Moore was 
appointed to the newly created office in November, 
1865. Barton continued her work with the Missing 
Soldiers Office until its closure in 1868. 

“National Burial-Ground at Andersonville,”  
Harper’s Weekly Magazine, October 7, 1865.

Letter to ally Benjamin Butler, late summer 1865
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Interested in Membership  
in the LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become a
member of the Lincoln Memorial Association, 

please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________
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  q $50 Sustaining
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members may purchase one discounted ticket to 
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SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


