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Lincoln and Hamlin Flag 
Acquired through Sponsorships
For the past three years, the contributions 

of sponsors of the Watchorn Lincoln Dinner 
have aided in the acquisitions of remarkable 
additions to the collections of the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine. The gifts of 2018 Dinner 
sponsors made possible the purchase of a 
campaign flag from the presidential election of 
1860 bearing the names of Abraham Lincoln 
and his Vice President Hannibal Hamlin.

Using a shortened version of the 
future President’s name, the flag is 
believed to have been manufactured in 
Philadelphia by prolific flag maker H.C. 
Howard following the Republican National 

Political portraits of Abraham Lincoln and  
Hannibal Hamlin, 1860.

Convention in mid-May 1860 where Lincoln and 
Hamlin were selected as the party’s nominees.  
 Among other issues, the Lincoln-Hamlin 
campaign focused on the completion of a 
transcontinental railroad, a Homestead Act, and 
the Republican party’s opposition to the expansion 
of slavery, while avoiding the controversial subjects 
of the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott decision.

On Election Day, November 6, 1860, the  
Lincoln-Hamlin ticket captured nearly 40% of 
the popular vote and went on to win the Electoral 
vote. The pair were sworn into office on March 4, 
1861. Visit the Special Collections of A.K. Smiley 
Public Library to learn more about the presidential 
campaign of 1860.
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The LMA Newsletter is published quarterly 
(Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter). Subscriptions 

are free to members of the LMA.
 

The Lincoln Memorial Shrine, located in
Smiley Park south of A.K. Smiley Public Library, 

is open to the public, free of charge.  

Hours of Operation Tuesday - Sunday
1 pm - 5 pm

Tours are available for groups of 15 or more by 
appointment.  Closed most holidays but open on 
Lincoln’s Birthday.  For more information call 

(909) 798-7632, or visit our website at:  
www.lincolnshrine.org

Lincoln Season  
Draws Thousands

The Lincoln Shrine honors the month of President Lincoln’s birth 
with the annual Lincoln Season of events. The 2019 Lincoln Season 
was a great success with nearly 3,000 visitors to the Lincoln Memorial 
Shrine and a series of programs that focused on the importance of 
Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War to people today.

The celebration began with the 47th annual Lincoln Shrine 
Open House on February 9, which gave visitors an opportunity to 
experience the temporary animatronic attraction “Reflections of 
the Face of Lincoln,” and interact with Civil War re-enactors. While 
rain prevented the event from being combined with the Boy Scouts’ 
Lincoln Pilgrimage, over 1,200 visitors partook in the festivities, 
setting a record for the Open House! 

The much-anticipated 87th annual Watchorn Lincoln Dinner took 
place on February 12. A tradition started by Robert Watchorn in 
1932, the dinner drew over 300 people. The evening’s keynote address 
was delivered by Dr. Caroline Janney, Director of the Nau Center 
for Civil War History at University of Virginia, who discussed the 
tenuous end-of-war surrender negotiations in the period before and 
after the assassination of President Lincoln. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2019 Lincoln Season 
a great success!

The crowd gathers to hear Abraham Lincoln presenter  
Robert Broski deliver the Gettysburg Address.
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Union Sympathies in  
East Tennessee

As Dr. Caroline Janney discussed in her Lincoln 
Dinner keynote address “Surrender in the Wake 
of Lincoln’s Assassination,” many men from loyal 
states joined the Confederacy during the Civil 
War. The same is true in reverse, with over 110,000 
white men from insurgent states fighting to end the 
rebellion. This was especially true of Tennessee, 
where conflicts ran strong. 

As the last state to vote to secede, Tennessee’s 
decision was complicated by the fact that the 
eastern part of the state remained loyal to the 
United States. In fact, the sentiments of East 
Tennesseans about the Civil War were among the 
most complex of any region in the nation. Whig 
support ran high in East Tennessee in the years 
leading up to the war, and many people in the region 
were suspicious of the aristocratic Southern planter 
class that dominated the Southern Democratic 
party and most southern state legislatures. When 
Tennessee voted on a referendum calling 
for secession in February, 1861, more than 
80% of East Tennesseans voted against 
it, including majorities in almost every 
county. In June, 1861, nearly 70% of East 
Tennesseans voted against the Ordinance 
of Secession that succeeded statewide.

While their neighbors and sometimes 
brothers fought for the South, some 
31,000 Tennesseans joined the Federal 
army. Tennessee sent more white soldiers 
to fight for the Union than any other 
Southern state. The pro-Unionist East 
Tennessee Convention met in Greeneville 
in June, where it drafted a petition to the 
Tennessee state legislature demanding 
that East Tennessee be allowed to form 
a separate Union-aligned state. The 
legislature rejected the petition and 
Tennessee Governor Isham Harris 

ordered Confederate troops to occupy East 
Tennessee. 

For Confederates, the summer and autumn of 
1861 was a time of celebration and optimism. Young 
men rushed to join army units forming in their 
counties and towns. The Cumberland Gap served as 
the primary route through the rugged Cumberland 
Mountains separating southwestern Virginia from 
eastern Kentucky. When the Civil War began in 
1861, many expected the Cumberland Gap to be 
the site of a great battle because of its strategic 
importance. In an effort to prevent a Union Army 
incursion into East Tennessee, Confederate State 
Militia units occupied the gap to prevent Union 
sympathizers from moving to Kentucky to enlist. 

Confederate Brigadier General Felix Kirk 
Zollicoffer took the initiative and occupied 
Cumberland Gap on September 14, 1861. 
Zollicoffer was responsible for guarding the 128 

View of the Cumberland Gap where Skaggs travelled through to 
reach Union forces in 1862. Middle, Strobridge, & Co., lithographer.
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his home and travelled to Kentucky to enlist in the 
Union Army. He enrolled in the 2nd Tennessee prior 
to leaving home via some secretive means to avoid 
Confederate sympathizers. In order to be mustered 
in, he had to travel to Camp Wild Cat in Kentucky 
where the 2nd Tennessee was being organized. It 
took him until the end of August to reach friendly 
forces. 

Skaggs described his adventures in a diary 
entry on August 31:

Stayed from place to place until the 31st of Aug 
the mountain being guarded so close as to make it 
impossible for me to cross.

Skaggs reached Barboursville and was mustered 
into service as a 2nd Lieutenant on October 25 in 
Company E. For the next three months Skaggs 
helped organize the regiment, while also spending 
a considerable amount of time visiting friends 
and enjoying meals with the surrounding Union-
sympathizing families. In various diary entries 
Skaggs noted his failing health and frequent 
illnesses. 

In January, 1862, the 2nd Tennessee finally 
received orders to prepare for movement. Brigadier 
General George H. Thomas received orders to 
drive the Confederates across the Cumberland 
River and break up Confederate forces. Thomas 
left Lebanon and slowly marched through the rain-

soaked countryside, arriving at Logan’s 
Crossroads on January 17 where he waited 
for Brigadier General Albin F. Schoepf ’s 
troops to join him from Somerset. 

Confederate General George B. 
Crittenden, commander of the division to 
which Zollicoffer’s brigade belonged and 
who had remained in his headquarters in 
Knoxville until early January, arrived at Mill 
Springs and realized that his inexperienced 
subordinate was in a dangerous situation. 
He devised a plan to attack the Union force 
before it could concentrate against him. One 
section of the Union Army, three brigades 
under Thomas, was located at Logan’s 
Crossroads, while Schoepf ’s brigade was 
at Somerset, separated by rain-swollen 
Fishing Creek, which was a sufficient barrier 
to prevent the forces from joining together 

Camp Wild Cat, Kentucky where Francis Skaggs arrived in 
late August 1861 to muster into the 2nd Tennessee Infantry.

miles of Confederate line between Cumberland 
Gap and Tompkinsville, Kentucky. For 71 miles, 
this line crossed the Cumberland Mountains.  
For Union sympathizers, the summer months  
brought harassment from local Confederates, 
including arrests and violence. Many men fled to 
Kentucky and other points north, where hundreds 
enlisted in the armies forming to contest the South.  
 Travelling to Kentucky through the 
Cumberland Gap was dangerous. This time period 
was chronicled in the diary of Francis Skaggs, which 
was recently gifted to the Lincoln Memorial Shrine. 
Writing in the early months of the war, Skaggs 
wrote of his experiences escaping Tennessee to join 
Union forces and his early involvement with the  
2nd Tennessee Volunteer Infantry, also known as the 
2nd East Tennessee Infantry.

Francis Marion Skaggs was likely born in Knox 
County, Tennessee in 1830. His father was a farmer 
and he worked on the farm while attending local 
schools. He learned the silversmith trade and at 
the start of the war he lived with his parents. His 
father was originally from Spartanburg, South 
Carolina and moved to Tennessee following his 
service in the War of 1812. By the start of the Civil 
War, Francis supported his parents who were aged 
and unable to support themselves, but the war 
intervened and in early August, 1861 Frances left 
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quickly. Crittenden ordered 
Zollicoffer to attack the Union camp 
at Logan’s Crossroads at dawn on 
January 19. Skagg described the 
attack in a diary entry that same 
day:

We held our position until 
the battle was nearly over, we 
then moved up on the rebels they 
retreated and we pursued them. 
On their way was left coats, hats, 
blankets, haversacks, a wagon 
here & a cannon on further. Our 
army marched in line of battle a 
distance of 8 miles coming in sight 
of the breast works at 4 oclock in the 
afternoon. Our artillery played on 
their breast works with shells until 
dark. They took off their horses and 
fed them but we had nothing to eat but 
a little bacon without bread. Our men lay on their 
arms all night.

Confusion reigned in the poor visibility of the 
dark woods, clouded with gun smoke. Zollicoffer, 
who was conspicuous in front of his men with 
a white raincoat, mistakenly approached the 
Union 4th Kentucky Infantry, believing they were 
Confederates firing on their own men. Zollicoffer 
was shot and killed, the first Confederate general to 
die in the war. The sudden death of their commander 
and heavy fire from Union forces caused the center 
of the Confederate line to fall back momentarily 
in confusion. The Confederates reorganized and 
quickly mounted an attack. Colonel Robert L. 
McCook, commanding Thomas’s 3rd Brigade, wrote 
that the lines were so close that the “enemy and the 
Second Minnesota were poking their guns through 
the same fence.” When the 9th Ohio turned the 
Confederate left flank, the battle was decided. The 
Confederate troops broke and ran back toward Mill 
Springs in a disorderly rout, and Crittenden, who 
was rumored to be drunk during the battle, was 
powerless to stop them. They frantically crossed 
to the south side of the Cumberland, abandoning 
twelve valuable artillery pieces, 150 wagons, more 
than 1,000 horses and mules, and all of their dead 
and wounded. As Skaggs described in a January 

20 entry, Union forces remained on the field and 
the next morning resumed the attack, but with no 
enemy present: 

Our boys eat some bacon & crackers and were 
ready for the fight at daylight. Our artillery gave 
them a few shells & we then charged the breast 
works but instead of a fight there was no rebels to 
be found. Their camps was deserted entirely. They 
left 2000 horses and mules about 500 wagons and 
14 pieces of artillery. Commissary stores camp 
equipage and everything they was possessed of…
The rebels had 12000 men engaged.

Compared to future Civil War battles, the Mills 
Springs casualties were relatively light. Union 
losses were 39 killed and 207 wounded, while the 
Confederates suffered 125 killed and 404 wounded 
or missing. The 2nd Tennessee Infantry spent the 
night on the field of battle and began their return 
march to Camp Dick Robinson in Kentucky the 
next day. 

Francis Skaggs was promoted to 1st Lieutenant 
in April, 1862 and then to Captain in July, however, 
he did not participate in active campaigning with 
the regiment most of the time due to his still-failing 
health. He continued to visit and stay at friends’ 
homes until he was admitted to the regimental 
hospital in Stanford, Kentucky where he died 

Battle of Mill Springs. Currier and Ives, lithographer.
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Francis had been unable to provide financial 
support prior to his death. With evidence proving 
Francis’s commission, his service in the regiment, 
and his death on May 19, 1863 in the regimental 
hospital, his mother was awarded a pension of $8.00 
per month, retroactive to May 1863, in 1869. Sadly, 
Rachel Skaggs died before receiving the pension. 
(Learn more in “Civil War Pensions,” pages 6-7)

--Mark Radeleff is a volunteer researcher in the 
Archives of the Lincoln Memorial Shrine.

Tombstone of Francis M. Skaggs, Camp Nelson 
National Cemetery, Nicholasville Jessamine County 

Kentucky - Plot: A, 0, 113

on May 19, 1863. His body was initially buried at 
Stanford, but was moved to Camp Nelson National 
Cemetery post-war. His father died in September 
leaving his mother Rachel in territory contested by 
both sides for the remainder of the war. 

Rachel applied for a Mother’s Pension on  
June 2, 1866. She was unable to apply during the 
war because she lived in Confederate-occupied 
East Tennessee. In her application, Rachel named 
Francis as the sole support for herself and her 
husband for six years prior to his enlistment. Due 
to a lack of records of his commission, there was 
confusion during the research of her application 
causing a three year delay in awarding the pension. 
The commission was attested to by the former 
major of the 2nd Tennessee who made an affidavit 
stating that commissions were not signed by the 
Tennessee Governor since the state was in rebellion 
and under secessionist control. 

Since his parents lived in enemy territory, 

Post-Civil War pension systems were  
complicated and expensive. The federal  
government covered pensions for Union veterans, 
including African American veterans, while states 
that rebelled against the United States were 
required to fund their own pension systems for 
Confederate veterans (United States pensions 
were made available to the descendants of former 
Confederates in 1959). Each system had a variety 
of continuously–changing subcategories with 
separate eligibility rules and limitations to available 
benefits. In addition to veterans, these systems 
were extended to widows, dependent parents, 
women who served as nurses during the war, and 
children left orphaned by the conflict.

As illustrated in Rachel Skaggs’s experience 
applying for a Mother’s Pension in “Union 
Sympathies in East Tennessee” (pages 3-6), the 
process required Skaggs to wait until the war was 
over before submitting an application and was then 
compelled to provide proof of her son’s service and 
promotion before being approved. Although her 
situation was unique as a loyal Unionist in a state 
in rebellion, Skaggs’s situation provides a glimpse 
into the complications of a system open to millions 
of veterans and their families. Affidavits from 
witnesses, doctors, friends, family members, and 
fellow soldiers could all be required to help prove 

Civil War 
Pensions
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Thank You, 
Sponsors!

Thanks to the generosity of sponsors and auction 
donors, over $28,000 in contributions was collected 
for the 2019 Watchorn Lincoln Dinner, more than 
doubling contributions from 2018! This generous 
support will aid in the acquisition of a new addition 
to the Shrine’s collections to be unveiled at the 
2020 Dinner. The Shrine is grateful to Nelda Stuck 
and Tom Fontanes for their part in the evening’s 
fundraising efforts.

As the Watchorns intended, ticket income will 
never be a fundraiser for the Lincoln Shrine. The 
dinner price only covers the direct costs the Shrine 
incurs each year, and the Edyth E. Burgess Speaker 
Fund, part of the Endowment of the Watchorn 
Lincoln Memorial Association, covers the costs 
associated with bringing the speaker to Redlands.   

The Lincoln Shrine offers sincere thanks to this 
year’s sponsors:

Diversified Pacific Communities
Barich & Associates

Larry & Char Burgess
Tim & Carol Rochford
Hatfield Buick GMC

Bruce & Deborah Hinckley
Jim and Brenda Hofer

Greg & Lori Horter
Larry Jacinto Construction, Inc.

Dave & Robin Maupin
Marilyn Solter

Jerry Bean
Mark & Liz Beguelin
Ann & Vaughn Bryan
HUB International
Christopher Walker

Luann Bangsund
Phillip Doolittle

Jim and Karen Dunn
Boyd & Helen Nies

Jim & Carol Snodgress
Ray & Cindy Totten

Vince Watchorn
Stan & Ellen Weisser

a case. The process was difficult and long, taking 
years to complete in most cases, as evidenced 
by Rachel Skaggs’s three year wait to receive a 
decision on her pension application. 

The pension process was updated several times 
in the post-war period in response to advances in 
understanding of the long-term effects of the war on 
veterans. In 1893, there were more than one million 
men on the pension rolls, taking up more than 40% 
of the government’s revenue. Twenty years later, 
90% of Union veterans were the beneficiaries of 
government assistance. 

In the end, the federal government paid 
pensions for over 2 million veterans of the Civil 
War. The last surviving beneficiary of a Civil War 
pension is Irene Triplett, the daughter of Moses 
Triplett who served with the 53rd Regiment, North 
Carolina Infantry from May, 1862 until deserting 
just prior to the Battle of Gettysburg in July, 1863. 
Born in 1930, Irene inherited her father’s pension 
following her mother’s death in 1967.

Broadside showing a Civil War veteran sitting on a 
chair beneath a sign criticizing the pension system, 
January 1898. Keppler & Schwarzmann, publisher.
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Interested in Membership  
in the LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION?

If you or a friend would like to become a
member of the Lincoln Memorial Association, 

please mail a check payable to:

Lincoln Memorial Association
125 West Vine Street, Redlands, CA 92373
Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
             ____________________________
E-mail:   ____________________________
Phone:    ____________________________

  q $25 Individual q $35 Family

  q $50 Sustaining
Memberships run January - December.  Individual 
members may purchase one discounted ticket to 
the Lincoln Dinner, and Family and Sustaining 
members may purchase two.

SUPPORT THE WATCHORN 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

ASSOCIATION

YES, I would like to support the 
WLMA by contributing:

 q $25     q $50     q $100   
q $1,000    q OTHER

I (We) wish my (our) gift to be applied to:
     q Book Fund q Endowment
     q Manuscripts q Research Projects
     q Programming q Other

Detach this form and mail your check made
payable to the WLMA to:

WLMA
125 West Vine Street
Redlands, CA 92373

The WLMA is a 501(c)3 organization and your gift 
is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


